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George Moses Horton (1797?-1883?) has been celebrated by a number of scholars 
and critics as the first African American to publish a book in the South. He was the best 
known North Carolina poet of any color before the American Civil War. A prolific poet, 
Horton was also a writer, orator, and literary entrepreneur. His poems gained instant 
popularity in his local area of North Carolina, but his verse reached far beyond his state, 
giving him readers in the northern United States as early as 1828.1 Horton published three 
books of poems: The Hope of Liberty: Containing a Number of Poetical Pieces published 
by J. Gales & Son in 1829; The Poetical Works of George M. Horton, the Colored Bard 
of North Carolina: To Which is Prefixed the Life of the Author, Written by Himself 
published by D. Heartt in 1845; and Naked Genius published by William B. Smith & Co., 
Southern Field and Fireside Book Publishing House in 1865. His poetry appeared in 
newspapers and journals nationwide. In 1996, Horton was inducted into the North 
Carolina Literary Hall of Fame and named Historic Poet Laureate of Chatham County in 
1997. But Horton’s career differs from those of contemporary poets, writers, and orators 
in one major respect. The majority of the literary accomplishments for which he is known 
and studied today were realized while he was enslaved in Chatham County, North 
Carolina.  
Horton was born in Northampton County, North Carolina, “the property of 
William Horton, senior.”2 In George’s short autobiography, printed in 1845 as a preface 
to his Poetical Works, he does not give the name of his mother, father, or siblings, but 
mentions he was “the oldest child that [his] mother had by her second husband,” followed 
by four younger siblings: one brother and three sisters.3 He also had five half-sisters “not 
of one father.”4 A few years after George was born, William (1738-1820) moved to 
Chatham County, where the land was “more fertile” and the water “far more healthy and 
                                                
1 Joan Sherman, ed., introduction to The Black Bard of North Carolina: George Moses 
Horton and His Poetry (Chapel Hill: U of North Carolina, 1997), 10. 
2 George Horton, The Poetical Works of George M. Horton, the Colored Bard of North 
Carolina: To Which is Prefixed the Life of the Author, Written by Himself (Hillsborough: 
D. Heartt, 1845), iii. 
3 Ibid., iii-iv. 
4 Ibid., iii. 
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agreeable.”5 George had no formal education, but taught himself to read as a youth. He 
was especially “fond of reading verses, Wesley’s old hymns, and other peices [sic] of 
poetry from various authors.”6 Soon he began to compose his own poetry, “which [he] 
retained in [his] mind.” He crafted these poems “when any thing momentous transpired, 
such as death, misfortune, disappointment, and the like.”7 In 1814, William divided his 
property among his sons, and George, now in his late teens, “fell heir” to James Horton 
(1750?-1843). Around 1817, Horton began to travel to Chapel Hill from his home in 
Chatham County weekly to sell produce.8 Once university students discovered Horton’s 
skill as a poet they paid him to compose love poetry for their sweethearts. Since Horton 
could not write at the time, students transcribed his words as he spoke. By 1820, Horton’s 
career as a professional poet was well established. Around 1826-1827, he met Caroline 
Lee Whiting Hentz (1800-1856), the American novelist and “professional poetess” who 
mentored Horton. According to his autobiography, Hentz helped Horton to “correct” his 
“many poetical errors.”9 Hentz assisted him in other ways as well. She submitted some of 
Horton’s poems to the Lancaster Gazette in Massachusetts in an effort to expand his 
Northern audience. She copied down Horton’s poems as he dictated, helping him to 
compile the twenty-one poems for his first book.10 Hentz may also have assisted Horton 
with his penmanship, as the introduction to The Hope of Liberty states he learned to write 
around 1829. 
In July 1829, a local American Colonization Society published The Hope of 
Liberty, a collection of poems that Horton dictated. According to the book’s preface—
credited to Joseph Gales (1761-1841),11 publisher of The Hope of Liberty and secretary of 
the American Colonization Society in Raleigh12—the Society aimed to collect “a sum 
sufficient for [Horton’s] emancipation” raised from “subscription[s]” to Horton’s book. 
                                                
5 Ibid., iv. 
6 Ibid., viii. 
7 Ibid., viii, xi. 
8 Sherman, The Black Bard of North Carolina, 3. 
9 Horton, The Poetical Works, xvii. 
10 Sherman, The Black Bard of North Carolina, 10-11. 
11 Ibid., 3. 
12 Robert Elliot, “Joseph Gales, Sr,” NCPedia, accessed March 20, 2016, 
http://ncpedia.org/biography/gales-joseph. 
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However, he would be granted freedom only “upon the condition of his going in the 
vessel which shall first afterwards sail for Liberia.”13 Gales claimed that it was Horton’s 
“earnest and only wish to become a member of that Colony, to enjoy its privileges, and 
apply his industry and mental abilities to the promotion of its prospects and his own.” 
This view is not confirmed, however, by Horton in any of his poems, writings, or 
speeches.  
Horton was known in the Chapel Hill area, and especially at the University of 
North Carolina, for his oratory. In 1849, he gave a five-minute Fourth of July speech in 
Chapel Hill. Around 1859, Horton gave another speech at the university in Chapel Hill 
entitled “The Stream of Liberty and Science.” Undergraduates in his audience came 
equipped with pen and paper and attempted to transcribe the latter word for word. The 
result is a manuscript now housed in the Wilson Library at the University of North 
Carolina. The following essay introduces the “Address,” explaining its transcription, its 
relationship to other oratory of the time, and its main themes and import.  
Oratory was an important aspect of intellectual and cultural life in the American 
South throughout the nineteenth century. Speeches gave people the opportunity to display 
their knowledge of politics, current events, logic, persuasion, and wit. Oratory was also 
used as a “means of political influence” in the South, where liberty, honor, and eloquence 
were most prized.14 The university in Chapel Hill was no exception. The first student 
organization at the University of North Carolina was the Debating Society—later known 
as the Dialectic and Philanthropic Societies—founded the same year the university 
opened its doors in 1795. The Dialectic and Philanthropic Societies thrived on oration 
and debate, and every student was encouraged to join one of these societies. During the 
antebellum period they held debates about controversial topics such as the morality of 
slavery.15  
Although the undergraduates in Chapel Hill loved activities that involved hunting, 
                                                
13 George Horton, The Hope of Liberty: Containing a Number of Poetical Pieces 
(Raleigh: J. Gales & Son, 1829), 3.  
14 Waldo Braden, Oratory in the Old South, 1828-1860 (Baton Rouge:  
Louisiana State UP, 1970), 4, 6. 
15 “History,” The Dialectic and Philanthropic Societies, accessed February 26, 2016, 
http://diphi.web.unc.edu/history. 
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sports, pranks, and alcohol—often ignoring their studies in pursuit of these occupations—
they enjoyed listening to a good speech. A great orator in the nineteenth century was the 
twenty-first century equivalent of a Hollywood celebrity.16 Unlike the commencement 
ceremonies of the twenty-first century, those of the nineteenth century were both 
multiple-day and all-day affairs that included music and speeches by special guests, 
university officials, and students.17 For example, every graduating senior was required to 
give a speech at commencement, as were students who received special honors.18 Some 
examples of speeches given at the Chapel Hill university’s 1859 commencement are: 
“The Imagination to be Cultivated,” “The Persecution of the Jews,” “The American 
Student,” and “To be Great is to be Misunderstood.”19  
This love of oratory drew students to Horton when they noticed “a spark of 
genius” in him.20 In 1817, Horton was around twenty years old and walked about eight 
miles to Chapel Hill every weekend during his free time to sell produce.21 In his 
autobiography, Horton recounts how “collegians who, for their diversion, were fond of 
pranking with the country servants” like Horton “who resorted [in Chapel Hill].”22 Some 
of these “pranks” are described in History of the University of North Carolina by Kemp 
Plummer Battle (1831-1919), president of the university in Chapel Hill from 1876-1891. 
In his History, Battle gives a brief description of the “University Dependents and 
Laborers,” which includes a list of black laborers on campus “who in different ways 
contributed to the amusement and comfort of students.”23 For instance, students mocked 
one man named Ben Boothe by calling him Darwin’s “Missing Link” due to “his simian 
features.” They paid him five cents for each wooden board he split with his head, and 
                                                
16 W. Stuart Towns, Oratory and Rhetoric in the Nineteenth-Century South: A Rhetoric of 
Defense (Westport: Praeger, 1998), 1.  
17 Kemp Battle, History of the University of North Carolina: From its Beginning to the 
Death of President Swain, 1789-1868, vol. 1 (Raleigh: Edwards & Broughton, 1907), 
700-701. 
18 Sherman, The Black Bard of North Carolina, 6. 
19 Battle, History of the University of North Carolina, 701. 
20 Horton, The Poetical Works, xiv. 
21 Sherman, The Black Bard of North Carolina, 3. 
22 Horton, The Poetical Works, xii-xiv. 
23 Battle, History of the University of North Carolina, 601-602. 
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later for crowing like a rooster.24 Students robbed black graves and desecrated their 
bodies for amusement.25 They gave another black man named Yatney the nickname “Yes 
Sir! Yatney” because he “so quickly answered when he was called.” Yatney’s specialty 
was replicating the sounds of a dog fight “so realistic that it was impossible to tell that 
canines were not furiously tearing one another.”26  
Students attempted to “prank” Horton upon his arrival in Chapel Hill as well. 
Horton claims that “they often eagerly insisted on [him] to spout, as they called it.”27 
“Spouting” in this instance likely refers to street oration, where Horton was encouraged 
to address audiences in a loud or pompous manner, or to give a lengthy speech without 
much substance. Horton’s oratorical parodies greatly entertained the undergraduates, and 
Horton claims that he stood “forth and address[ed himself] extempore28 before them, as 
an orator of inspired promptitude.” Horton disliked the task, as he considered these 
speeches “foolish” and “considered [himself] nothing but a public ignoramus.” In 
hindsight, Horton regretted his willingness to become a spectacle. He considered 
“spouting” a sign of ignorance that fed what he called his “vain egotism.” Horton realized 
that such a performance only “dims the lustre of popular distinction.”29 In an attempt to 
redeem his reputation, the would-be orator developed a clever alternative that gave the 
students their speeches, but on Horton’s terms instead of theirs. He states: 
Hence I abandoned my foolish harangues,30 and began to speak of poetry, which 
lifted them still higher on the wing of astonishment; all eyes were on me, and all 
ears were open. Many were at first incredulous; but the experiment of acrostics 
established it as an incontestable fact. Hence my fame soon circulated like a 
stream throughout the college.31 
“Acrostics” here refers to Horton’s ability to take any name given to him by his audience 
and create a poem around it, using the assigned letters to form the beginning of each line. 
                                                
24 Ibid., 602. 
25 Ibid., 605-606. 
26 Ibid., 606. 
27 Horton, The Poetical Works, xiv. 
28 Without premeditation or preparation; to speak off-hand or without notes. 
29 Horton, The Poetical Works, xiv. 
30 A loud or vehement speech addressed to an assembly. 
31 Horton, The Poetical Works, xiv. 
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While he may have produced some of these acrostics on the spot, thus satisfying those 
who were “at first incredulous,” Horton mentions later that he composed “many of these 
acrostics…at the handle of the plough, and retained them in [his] head, (being unable to 
write,) until an opportunity offered, when [he] dictated, whilst one of the gentlemen 
would serve as [his] emanuensis” or scribe.32  
Horton’s acrostics quickly became popular with the students, who purchased them 
to send to their sweethearts. Horton claims that he “composed love pieces in verse for 
courtiers from all parts of the state, and acrostics on the names of many of the tip top 
belles of Virginia, South Carolina and Georgia.”33 The majority of these acrostics have 
either been lost or attributed to other authors; however, the following two-stanza acrostic 
by Horton for MARY E.V. POWELL34 and SION HART ROGERS35 is located in the 
Simpson-Biddle-Carraway Family Papers. On the back of the poem is the note: “An 
accrostic Written by a Negro, at Chapel Hill.” 
 Mistress of green in flowers arrayed 
Alluring all my heart away 
Replete with glory not to fade 
Yet flourish in eternal May— 
Eternalized by distant fame— 
void of a shade in bloom divine— 
Pleasures await thy sacred name 
Or bid thee still proceed (s) to shine 
Who has surpassed thy heavenly mein36 
Expression will forbear to tell 
Like thee not one I yet have seen 
Let all adore thee lovely belle 
 
So let our names togather blend 
                                                
32 Ibid. 
33 Ibid., xiv-xv. 
34 Mary E. V. Powell Biddle (1824-1898). 
35 Sion Hart Rogers (1825-1874) attended the University of North Carolina in the 1840s. 
He married Jane Frances Haywood (1833-1870) in 1853. 
36 The look, bearing, manner, conduct, or character of a person. 
 7 
In floods of union to the end 
Or flow togather soul in soul 
Nor distance break the soft control— 
How pleasing is the thought to me 
A thought of such a nymph as thee 
Reverts my language into song 
That flows delightful soft along— 
Return to me a soft reply 
On which I must with joy rely 
Give me thy hand and then thy heart 
Entirely mingled not to part 
Relume37 the tapor38 near expired 
Seeking a friend so long desired— 
    ca. 1844 
The standard price for one of Horton’s acrostics or poems, like the one above, was 
twenty-five cents.39 Horton even received up to seventy-five cents40 if a customer felt 
“extremely generous.”41 According to Joan R. Sherman, these amounts are impressive 
considering “a student’s monthly allowance” at the time “was $1.00 and his weekly board 
$2.50.”42 Horton could have easily earned “three to four dollars a week” during a time 
when “fresh meat sold for 4 or 5 cents a pound and eggs for 8 to 10 cents a dozen; and an 
acre of university land cost $100.”43 The disproportionate amount these students paid for 
poetry compared to room and board shows not only the great value they placed on words 
and eloquence, but their high appraisal of Horton’s work. Students gave Horton “many 
                                                
37 To rekindle a flame. 
38 A wax candle. 
39 $0.25 in 1820-1845 = roughly $5.00-$7.50 in 2016. 
40 $0.75 in 1820-1845 = roughly $15.00-$22.50 in 2016. 
41 Horton, The Poetical Works, xvi. 
42 Sherman, The Black Bard of North Carolina, 14. 
43 Battle, History of the University of North Carolina, 608, 611; Henderson, The Campus 
of the First State University (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1949), 46, 
quoted in Sherman, The Black Bard of North Carolina, 14.  
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decent and repectable [sic] suits of clothes.”44 They also gave him books to help him 
hone his craft, such as Murray’s English Grammar, Johnson’s Dictionary of the English 
Language, The Columbian Orator, Morse’s Geography Made Easy, Milton’s Paradise 
Lost, Homer’s Illiad, Virgil’s Ænead, selections by Plutarch, The Beauties of Shakspeare, 
The Beauties of Byron, and Snowden’s The American Revolution.45 In the end, Horton 
claims that his “concentration of business did not suffer [him] to pursue [these books] 
with any scientific regularity.”46 However, references and allusions to mythology, 
geography, literature, religion, and history in Horton’s 1859 “Address” reveal a good deal 
of information perhaps gleaned from these books.  
Around 1833, Horton decided to expand his poetry business by paying his master, 
James, “twenty-five cents a week” to hire his time away from the Chatham County 
farm.47 James agreed, allowing Horton to spend more time in Chapel Hill writing and 
selling poetry, and making a nice profit. Ten years later in 1843, after James’s death, his 
son, Hall (1804?-1869?), agreed to a similar arrangement with George, although Hall 
raised the price to fifty cents per week.48 
  In 1849, Horton was selected to speak at a Fourth of July celebration in Chapel 
Hill. Undergraduate Thomas M. Garrett recounts the event in his diary: 
We had…a celebration here [in Chapel Hill]. The students who remained upon 
the Hill thought that they would not let the “forth” pass without some noise, and 
accordingly held a meeting and appointed George Haughton [Horton] alias the N. 
Carolina bard to deliver the oration. This morning the Poet arrived and about 11 
O’clock we formed a procession and conducted the orator upon the stage. He 
make [sic] a speech of about 5 minutes length, to the great disappointment of all 
present, who expected a long oration. The loud, long and repeated applause 
                                                
44 Horton, The Poetical Works, xvi. 
45 Ibid., xv-xvi. 
46 Ibid., xvi.  
47 Sherman, The Black Bard of North Carolina, 14.  
48 Ibid., 16.  
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occupied however about 15 minutes. With this the celebration of the day ended 
with us.49 
There is no record of what Horton said that day. Did he, as in his 1859 “Address,” discuss 
the topic of liberty? In 1852 Frederick Douglass gave a Fourth of July speech in 
Rochester, New York, entitled “The Meaning of July Fourth for the Negro.” In that 
speech, Douglass asks, “Do you mean, citizens, to mock me, by asking me to speak to-
day?”50 He explains, “This Fourth of July is yours, not mine. You may rejoice, I must 
mourn…What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July?” Douglass continues to say that 
July Fourth is a “day that reveals to [the slave], more than all other days in the year, the 
gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim.” He points out that “to drag 
a man in fetters into the grand illuminated temple of liberty, and call upon him to join you 
in joyous anthems, were inhuman mockery and sacrilegious irony.”51 While the students 
in Chapel Hill may have been ignorant or thoughtless of the insult such an appointment 
might have seemed to Horton, they probably meant to mock the enslaved man by 
selecting him to speak at their celebration. As an enslaved man in the South, however, 
Horton did not have the freedom Douglass possessed to speak what was on his mind. His 
speech was instead tailored to suit the sensibilities of his white audience. If Horton could 
speak freely, he might have echoed the words of Douglass during his Fourth of July 
speech, when he argued:  
For the present, it is enough to affirm the equal manhood of the negro race. Is it 
not astonishing that, while we are ploughing, planting, and reaping…while we are 
reading, writing and ciphering52…having among us lawyers, doctors, ministers, 
poets, authors, editors, orators and teachers; that, while we are engaged in all 
manner of enterprises…we are called upon to prove that we are men! 
                                                
49 “Excerpts from the Diary of Thomas M. Garrett, July 4 and August 31, 1849: 
Electronic Edition,” Documenting the American South, accessed February 15, 2016, 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/true/mss04-23/mss04-23.html. 
50 “The Meaning of July Fourth for the Negro, by Frederick Douglass,” History Is a 





We can only speculate on the content of Horton’s 1849 Fourth of July speech. But 
although Horton could not easily protest the insensitivity of his white audience, perhaps 
the brevity of his speech was a silent protest. Extended applause is customarily a cue for 
performers to give an encore to their performance, and Garrett states that Horton’s 
audience gave “loud, long and repeated applause…about 15 minutes.”53 Even if Horton 
had not come prepared with a longer speech, he was used to ad-lib performances. Four 
years earlier, he related his ability to speak “extempore” as “an orator of inspired 
promptitude.”54 But on this occasion Horton’s response was only silence, after which, 
according to Garrett, “the celebration of the day ended.” Horton’s silence, in effect, had 
the last word. 
The exact dates and events surrounding Horton’s 1859 speech at the university 
have been debated. Scholars estimate that Horton delivered his “Address to the 
Collegiates of the University of N.C.” sometime during the year 1859, “the year of 
Brown’s raid on Harpers Ferry and only two years before John Brown’s soul was to be 
resurrected in a marching song.”55 But regardless of the exact year or occasion, Horton 
gave his “Address” on the Chapel Hill campus in which he addresses the “young 
gentlemen of the Freshman class.”56 In the year 1859, the freshman class consisted of 
about eighty-eight members.57 The “Address” most likely took place in Gerrard Hall—
known as the “New Chapel” because of its religious use—a hall where guests were 
invited to speak, including such notables as U.S. Presidents Polk and Buchanan and 
future-President Woodrow Wilson. On this occasion, in contrast with his Fourth of July 
                                                
53 “Excerpts from the Diary of Thomas M. Garrett,” accessed February 15, 2016, 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/true/mss04-23/mss04-23.html. 
54 Horton, The Poetical Works, xiv. 
55 M.A. Richmond, Bid the Vassal Soar: Interpretive Essays on the Life and Poetry of 
Phillis Wheatley (ca. 1753-1784) and George Moses Horton (ca. 1797-1883) 
(Washington: Howard UP, 1974), 153. 
56 George Horton, “An Address to Collegiates of the University of N.C.: The Stream of 
Liberty and Science By George M. Horton The Black Bard” (Speech transcript, North 
Carolina Collection, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 1859), 22. Hereafter cited 
in the text as “An Address.” 
57 “Commencement Exercises. From The North Carolina University Magazine 9 (August 
and September 1859): pp. 59-63, 105-120,” Documenting the American South, accessed 
February 26, 2016, http://docsouth.unc.edu/true/commencement/commencement.html, 
119.  
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speech, Horton delivered an address greatly exceeding five minutes. The handwritten 
transcription of the “Address” is twenty-nine pages long, indicating a formal declamation 
that Horton, apparently, composed with serious intent.  
The document itself consists of black ink on faded blue paper, slightly torn in 
places due to age. Although Horton started learning to write around 1829, the document 
was not written by Horton. At least two different students transcribed the “Address” by 
hand: one in an elegant, flourishing hand, and the other in a more hurried, choppy, and 
abbreviated style. In addition to these two scripts is another scrawled in pencil that labels 
the “Address” as “Transcribed by the competent, ‘Amanuensis.’”58 While the majority of 
the document was transcribed in ink, the occasional gap left by the original transcribers 
when they missed a word or two is filled in with pencil, presumably by the 
aforementioned “competent Amanuensis.” On the cover page is the title, “An Address To 
Collegiates of the University of N.C. By George M. Horton (The Black Bard)” written in 
ink by the original transcriber. The title is followed by an addendum claiming that the 
“Address” was “Presented to the Library of the University of North Carolina by Collier 
Cobb.”59 This note was allegedly added much later (rather crudely) by a library archivist. 
The same archivist presumably added the subtitle of the “Address” to the cover page as 
well, namely “The Stream of Liberty and Sc[ience].”  
The accuracy of the contents of the “Address” is debated by scholars. M.A. 
Richmond says that “despite the claim for its competence, the precision is 
questionable.”60 Sherman agrees, stating that the “overall accuracy” of the transcription 
of the “Address” is “questionable.”61 While it can be argued that the transcribers of the 
“Address” preserved it because they recognized its extraordinary value, it might also be 
argued that these students wanted to save the “Address” as a source of amusement or 
mockery. The latter theory is suggested by Richard Walser in The Black Poet: Being the 
Remarkable Story (Partly Told My [sic] Himself) of George Moses Horton, a North 
Carolina Slave. Walser claims that “At the conclusion [of the “Address”] came lengthy 
                                                
58 Horton, “An Address,” title page. 
59 Collier Cobb (1862-1934), geologist, college professor, and author of An American 
Man of Letters: George Horton, The Negro Poet (Chapel Hill: s.n., 1909). 
60 Richmond, Bid the Vassal Soar, 152. 
61 Sherman, The Black Bard of North Carolina, 25. 
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and mocking applause, shouts of dubious praise, then a sauntering out from Gerrard Hall 
into the sunshine, a multitude of outstretched hands, the congratulating words, a contrast 
in colors under the green leaves, an idolized old black wag amid the bright white faces.”62 
It is unclear where Walser obtained these details about that day. More than likely, Walser 
imagined the aftermath of the “Address” to augment his presentation of the scene.  
While an element of mockery, also present at Horton’s Fourth of July speech, 
cannot be completely ruled out, it cannot be denied that students paid Horton a significant 
amount of money for his poetry and deemed those poems worthy enough to send to their 
sweethearts. The alleged amanuensis of the “Address” also considered himself to be 
“competent,” a fact that would influence the integrity of his transcription regardless of his 
opinion of Horton. In his 1845 autobiography, Horton calls the student who transcribed 
his poems “[his] emanuensis.”63 That student presumably copied down dozens of 
Horton’s poems, and although the “Address” is much longer than a poem, scholars do not 
scrutinize the accuracy of these poems quite as harshly. We find that poems and verses 
quoted from outside sources—such as the King James Bible—appear almost verbatim in 
the “Address.” Where these quotations and poems differ from those in the “Address” can 
either attest to a small margin of human error on the transcriber’s part, or can be 
attributed to Horton’s artistic license in incorporating them into his speech. On this level 
of ambiguity the accuracy of the “Address” can be debated, but not on an overall scale. 
Although the infallibility of the “Address” cannot be confirmed, it was copied down by 
individuals who—although fallible beings possibly motivated by less than pure 
intentions—took pride in their ability to transcribe from the dictation of another. It is 
likely that the “competent Amanuensis” transcribed other speeches, as there would have 
been no other way to preserve a coveted speech aside from obtaining the speaker’s notes. 
As with anything Horton did not write down himself, the precision of the “Address” can 
be debated simply because Horton did not have control of it. However, the “Address” is 
the closest we can approach to Horton’s speech in 1859.  
                                                
62 Richard Walser, The Black Poet: Being the Remarkable Story (Partly Told My [sic] 
Himself) of George Moses Horton, a North Carolina Slave (New York: Philosophical 
Library, 1966), 84. 
63 Horton, The Poetical Works, xiv. 
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Many scholars have criticized the “Address,” not only for the accuracy and 
credibility of the transcription, but for its apparent flaws. Sherman calls it “a rambling, 
repetitive accumulation of disconnected comments” in which “the language and tone 
range from high poetic and prophetic to colloquial, all spiced with pretentious rhetorical 
flourishes, proverbs, learned allusions, and biblical quotations.” She states, “If this 
‘Address’ were attributed to a university student or professor, it would rightly be 
criticized as pretentious, disorganized, rhetorically overblown, and even, in its visionary 
fancies, somewhat mad.” Instead of embracing the “Address” in its unabridged form, 
Sherman claims it is best “taken in small doses,” as only then will it communicate “power 
and sincerity…sound reasoning and practical advice…imaginative mergings of present 
and future events…learning from books and knowledge of current events…[and] the 
sheer nerve and verve of poet Horton.”64 Finally, Sherman claims that the best feature of 
the “Address” is the way it “offers some important insights into Horton’s heart and mind 
in his sixty-second year.”65  
Richmond describes the “Address” as “rambling, a stream of consciousness as 
well as of conscience, its moral strictures interspersed with ambiguous references to 
liberty and the condition of the republic.” Richmond’s opinion of the transcription is 
perhaps the most favorable, but he views it as intentionally ambiguous and comical. He 
suggests that Horton meant to confuse his audience with a “flow of words” when in 
reality his speech conceals the “daring double talk” of a “deliberately ironic jester.”66 
Contrary to Richmond’s interpretation of Horton as “jester,” however, Horton states in 
his autobiography that he disliked and even resisted the role of “public ignoramus” as it 
“dim[med] the lustre of popular distinction.”67 Nevertheless, Horton probably included 
some “double talk” in the “Address,” as he was not free to express himself fully about 
topics such as liberty in North Carolina in 1859. 
Least favorable of all is Walser’s synopsis of the “Address.” He says the speech is 
an “amazing production. Filled with high-sounding wordage and sprinkled with original 
poems, this declamation by the ‘sable orator,’ as he called himself, had little to say about 
                                                
64 Sherman, The Black Bard of North Carolina, 28. 
65 Ibid., 25.  
66 Richmond, Bid the Vassal Soar, 152. 
67 Horton, The Poetical Works, xiv. 
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Liberty and Science.” Walser concludes his description by stating that “Here was the 
height of the jester, the final glorification of the motley.”68 In contrast with Richmond, 
who views Horton as a “deliberately ironic jester,” Walser describes Horton as an 
unwittingly entertaining “jester” at the “height” of his career. However, neither 
Richmond’s or Walser’s interpretations are consistent with Horton’s prior rejection of the 
role of “fool” and “public ignoramus.” 
Scholars both mistrust the transcription of the “Address” and criticize its flaws. In 
my opinion, the “Address” gives deep insight into Horton’s life and mind. However, 
North Carolina in 1859 was not a safe place for Horton to reveal his true thoughts and 
opinions. Thus, Richmond’s assessment of the “Address” is closest to my own. While I 
reject the idea that Horton acted as a “deliberately ironic jester,” I agree that Horton often 
veils his “Address” in “double talk.” Further layers of ambiguity exist because the 
“Address” was not only delivered to white, educated, and privileged male southerners, 
but copied down by them. Therefore, Horton’s words must be examined carefully, not 
only for their content, but for intent and meaning.  
The “Address” is primarily a persuasive speech. Horton seeks to persuade his 
audience of the importance of liberty, the value of science and education, and the hazards 
connected to the abuse of liberty and science. For a persuasive speech to be effective, 
listeners first need to accept the speaker’s credibility. But because Horton is enslaved, his 
credibility is automatically undermined by an asymmetrical power dynamic as the 
audience assumes superiority and authority over Horton. Although Horton hopes to be a 
spokesman for “the cause of liberty and science,” it is “with a degree of diffidence lest 
[he] fail to accomplish a task” that he feels is his “duty to discharge.”69 While at first 
glance Horton appears to depreciate his abilities, he may be more worried that his 
“Address” will fall on deaf ears than about his skill as an orator. In fact, although those in 
his audience might consider themselves superior to him, Horton praises what he calls 
“impartial genius,” viewing the impartial distribution of intelligence as a great equalizer. 
Furthermore, Horton is the only person in the room who can speak with authority about 
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his personal experiences and perspective, a fact his audience must have recognized by 
asking him to speak and by preserving his words on paper.  
Horton seeks to persuade his audience by referring to events, topics, ideas, and 
arguments that his white audience will recognize. He then strays from these conventional 
views to introduce his own more unconventional ideas, an example of the “daring double 
talk” to which Richmond refers.70 For example, Horton warns against intemperance in his 
“Address,” a popular topic for many speakers, such as President Buchanan, in Gerrard 
Hall before him. Horton then masterfully connects the topic of intemperance back to his 
true topic—liberty and science—by pointing out that drunkenness is a kind of abuse of 
one’s liberty, and that alcohol is a temptation that “attract[s] the young mind through 
liberty [away] from a scientific course.”71 Another topic Horton discusses at great length 
in his “Address” is the topic of science. He then deviates from a conventional discussion 
of science by arguing that true scientific advancements should welcome contributions 
from both female and African American “genius.” Possessing perspective far ahead of his 
time, Horton claims there are limits to “scientifical powers,” such as when these powers 
involve a “satiate thirst for human blood throughout the world, refusing to be appeased 
after the cruel defeat of so many nations.”72 Here Horton holds an unconventional view 
of science, stating that scientific advancements at the expense of other nations will lead to 
the destruction of those in power as they fall “beneath the sword” of “ambition.”73 With 
veiled “double talk,” Horton’s warning comes suspiciously close to implicating those 
who profit from slave labor in the South, and he predicts their failure. Finally, Horton 
discusses liberty, a favorite subject for his white patriotic American audience. When 
Horton speaks of liberty, however, it often carries revolutionary undertones, suggesting 
that “the streams of liberty and science flow freely for every man.”74 In other words, 
liberty belongs to “every man,” and not just to the white man. These unconventional 
topics reveal Horton’s personal and even politically sensitive agenda, “double talk” 
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cleverly veiled from his white Southern audience by more conventionally acceptable 
topics.  
Horton begins the “Address” very humbly, calling himself the audience’s 
“unworthy speaker” and “humble Babbler.” He delivers a “blundering” and “homespun 
oration” and “is far from flattering himself with the vain idea of being endowed 
[comp]etent abilities.”75 Horton requests that his audience “pity his inevitable defects 
which otherwise may sully the stream of address,” asking them “pledge” their “pity” and 
“respect” for the “pain” of a “task effused from a plough broken receptacle.” He also 
claims that “strength” can “proceed from weakness.”76 Despite any power dynamics in 
the room, these instances of extreme humility during his “Address” may only be intended 
as a formality. Although Horton was enslaved at the time of his “Address,” such humility 
was not unusual in a speech, regardless of whether the speaker was enslaved or free. For 
instance, Frederick Douglass apologizes for his “limited powers of speech” in the 
introduction to his July Fourth speech, continuing on to say that “apologies of this sort 
are generally considered flat and unmeaning.”77 In his History, Battle mentions a speech 
given by UNC alumnus Rev. Dr. William Hooper (1792-1876) in Gerrard Hall during the 
university’s 1859 commencement. Hooper gave a speech entitled “Fifty Years Since” to 
“the Alumni Association,” which Battle describes as “a humorous description of the 
University” with “laughable stories of students and professors” and “wise counsels, 
drawn from his experience of colleges and men.”78 Hooper humbly apologizes to the 
“young gentlemen” in his audience for the “boastings of an old man” in an air of humility 
similar to Horton’s.79  
Hooper’s and Horton’s speeches have much in common. For instance, both 
Hooper and Horton incorporate classical lore into their speeches. Hooper tells the myth of 
Niobe by Æsop,80 as well as the encounter between Hercules81 and Hydra.82 Horton 
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mentions Clio and Crato,83 and describes how “female genius” is like “Hercules in his 
cradle” displaying “a gigantic grasp and disclos[ing] to the world that she will be 
great.”84 Hooper and Horton both think about students from a parent’s perspective, and 
imagine their audiences in a mythical light. For instance, Hooper empathizes with 
“parents who trust to these walls their dearest treasure—their sons.” He later describes his 
audience as “laughter-loving” and “among them many a Venus, with lambent lightnings 
playing about her eyes, encircled with the irresistible Cestus, and with the little rogue 
Cupid sitting at her feet.”85 Alternatively, Horton claims that “feeling parents mark with 
tears the presage of early apostacy so frequently discovered in the conduct of a stripling 
who becomes so easily allured with so much fond resignation to the smiles of Venus and 
the wild banquets of the night by which he is soon fascinated at the shrine of tottering 
Bacchus.”86 
Hooper and Horton each discuss various character traits that famous men 
possess—traits that may produce similar kinds of men. For instance, Hooper refers to the 
“stern necessity ‘to do or die’” that might “produce a Franklin and a Webster, or 
peradventure a Benedict Arnold.”87 Horton laments his “unfortunate condition,” and 
claims that “important advantages” might otherwise have made him as great as “a 
Phillips a Pratt a Wallpole a Sheridan a Randolph a Clay and a host of others.”88 Hooper 
and Horton are both saddened by the wastefulness they observe in American universities. 
Hooper is sad to see the “spectacle of our colleges” where there is a “vast amount of 
waste in human life, human talent, and human happiness.”89 Horton is saddened by the 
“spectacle” of “a favourite son sent home from college to the farm without one bloom of 
diplomatic grace and haveing [sic] forfeited his seat in the bibliothecal hall,” warning 
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students of those who “cast off” their “superior advantages” as “nonsense.”90 Both 
Horton and Hooper also discourage intemperance in their speeches. Hooper likens “every 
drinking student” to “Judas Iscariot” when “‘with the sop Satan entered into him.”91 
Horton, on the other hand, likens alcohol to a “syren of danger lurking beneath the 
wave,” who will “drag [one] into the vortex of ruin” if they are not careful.92  
Both speeches contain several extracts of poetry. Hooper closes “Fifty Years 
Since” with a poem from Edward Young’s Night-Thoughts: “Where Time, and Pain, and 
Chance, and Death expire; / Where momentary ages are no more; / Where seraphs gather 
immortality, / On Life’s fair tree, fast by the throne of God.”93 Similarly, Horton ends the 
“Address” with his four-stanza original poem, “Ode to Liberty.” Hooper and Horton tell 
many proverbs, like, “As iron sharpeneth iron, so does a man sharpen the countenance of 
his friends,”94 “As the old cock crows the young one learns,”95 “A good name is better 
than precious ointment and the day of death than the day of ones birth,”96 and, “every tub 
has to stand on its own bottom and not on that of an other.”97 Both Hooper and Horton 
use poetic, figurative language. Hooper recalls “when France overturned the throne and 
the Bastile,” with “the temple of God,” worshipping only “the goddess Liberty—liberty 
not only from the chains of despots, but from all belief in future responsibility.”98 
Horton’s language is highly poetic as well. He describes peace and “national union” 
flying away together, as “the fabric of popular policy” is left to fall, while either “the 
temple of monarchy” is “erected on her ruins” or “King Anarchy, bears the rule over the 
world with an imperial dagger in the heart of every man great and small.”99 
We do not know if Horton heard “Fifty Years Since” on this occasion, or other 
speeches by Hooper. Even if Horton did hear “Fifty Years Since,” however, it is doubtful 
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that he based the “Address” entirely on one example, as Horton may have been exposed 
to dozens of speeches in his lifetime. Nevertheless, similarities in format may reveal 
similar elements from speeches given at the university during the nineteenth century. 
What we do know is that Horton was well enough acquainted with Hooper to compose a 
poem in his honor. The poem is entitled “Farewell Address to Prof. Hooper” and it 
appeared in the Raleigh Register and North-Carolina Gazette on October 9, 1837. 
Hooper taught at the University of North Carolina from 1810-1837, when he left to 
become president of Furman Theological Institute in Winnsboro, South Carolina.100 The 
poem laments the fact that Hooper is leaving the university, and Horton says of those left 
behind: “We still shall thy powers proclaim, / And thy deeds we will ever admire.”101  
While Hooper’s and Horton’s speeches contain many similarities, they are also 
different. For example, Hooper occasionally adopted poetic or figurative language to 
describe an event. On the other hand, Horton’s “Address” is highly poetic in allusions, 
imagery, and style throughout the speech. However, a poetic speech delivered by a poet 
is not surprising. Horton incorporates analogies, poems (his own as well as others’), 
proverbs, and comparisons into the “Address” in abundance. His vocabulary is elevated, 
extensive, and creative. An uninformed listener may not be able to tell that the “Address” 
was delivered by a man who never had a formal education and taught himself to read. 
The “Address” contains few contractions, using many archaic words like “whilst,” 
especially in the poems included. Based on the written transcript, Horton seems to have 
considered the address a formal, not an off-hand, declamation.  
Efforts to perfectly match the “Address” to other orations of its time will prove 
futile, as it is truly unique. Although some may criticize the “Address” as “pretentious,” 
“disorganized,” and “rhetorically overblown,”102 Horton sees the value of his words. He 
claims that even though people may “laugh” at “his ignorance,” the “impulse of illiterate 
genius” forces him to “expose his jargon to the criticism of the world.” Horton thinks that 
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the world’s criticism should not prevent him from seeking “literary improvement” or 
“close study.” He considers his efforts to become educated to have surpassed the efforts 
of many who squander their “superior advantages.”103 Like a servant who is “faithful 
over a few things,”104 Horton sees value in staying “faithful” and “true to the trust 
reposed in his hands, whatever may be his department.”105 He in turn criticizes the 
“frowns of thousands who point at the slightest faults in genius as an enormous crime.”106 
Horton suggests that instead of offering censure, those who experience his “Address” 
should appreciate it as a “wonderful store of intellectual matter. Compiled, and original 
and contributed to the scenes of public admiration.”107  
After Horton’s ceremoniously humble introduction, he warns his audience of the 
dangers of strong drink and other pleasures. Like many speakers before him, Horton 
espoused the temperance movement that was springing up in North Carolina at the time. 
In 1829, near Chapel Hill in a town called Hillsborough, the Orange County Temperance 
Society was founded.108 Students organized a Temperance Society on the university 
campus that same year.109 In 1837, it became a “dismissable offence to bring 
[intoxicating liquors] into the college buildings.”110 Laws in the town of Chapel Hill 
became even more stringent in 1855 when alcohol was prohibited within a three-mile 
radius of the university dormitories. It was also illegal to sell or give “any student or 
other person any cordial, wine, spirituous or malt liquor, with the intent that the same 
shall be used within two miles of Chapel Hill.”111 Warnings against alcohol also 
permeated the speeches on campus. During the university’s 1859 commencement, 
Hooper encouraged undergraduates to shun alcohol. President Buchanan followed suit by 
“most impressively depict[ing] the evils of drunkenness,” urging “all to beware of 
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intoxicating liquors.”112 These sentiments were then praised and reinforced by Judge 
William Horn Battle (1802-1879), who spoke about “the evils of extravagance” and “the 
use of intoxicating liquors.”113 In the “Address,” Horton charges his audience to 
“renounce the dying vanities and fond overtures of insubstantial pleasures,” appealing 
purely to their self interest by stating, “Have you any regard for public distinction? If you 
have: you must early study to fan + kindle with the lesson of moral abstinence the blaze 
of renown.”114 
Horton was familiar with the siren’s temptations, and perhaps wanted to warn his 
audience of things he wished others had told him. In Horton’s autobiography, he claims 
that his master first exposed him to “the ordinary dram, of which [Horton’s master] was 
much too fond.” Horton and his “fellow laborers,” “willing to copy the example, partook 
freely in order to brave the storms of hardship, and thought it an honor to be 
intoxicated.”115 He says it was “inevitably [his] misfortune to become a votary to that 
growing evil.”116 After arriving in Chapel Hill, he describes how he was drawn into the 
“moral evil of excessive drinking” by students who convinced him alcohol would “hang 
[him] on the wings of new inspiration” and “poetical perfection.”117 But in Horton’s 
poem “The Tipler to His Bottle” from Poetical Works, he says, “Vain have I thought 
myself inspired, Say, have I else but pain acquired? Not ever, no, never!”118 Another 
poem from Naked Genius entitled “The Intemperance Club” recounts how 
“intemp’rance” causes “young health and mother genius” to fly away.119 According to 
Horton’s autobiography, he describes his experience with alcohol abuse as similar to 
having “driven [his] boat of life so near the wrecking shoals of death…allured by the 
music of sirens that sing to ensnare the lovers of vanity.”120 He was “not a little 
astonished that nature and reason had not taught [him] better” about “the lesson of human 
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destruction.”121 But he finally “discovered the beneficial effects of temperance and 
regularity.”122 In his “Address,” Horton stresses that indulging in alcohol is not a 
praiseworthy liberty but harmful license. He encourages students to “wail over the shrine 
of unfortunate liberty”—a rare instance in the “Address” where liberty carries a negative 
connotation.123 
Presumably, the “Address” was called “The Stream of Liberty and Science” 
because Horton intended—in this particular “stream” of oration—to praise liberty and 
science. Walser argues that Horton “had little to say about Liberty and Science” in his 
speech.124 However, Horton states in the “Address” that “the streams of liberty and 
science are too highly important not to be strictly noted from the beginning to the end,” 
and continues to give a history of liberty and science in the United States.125 Horton uses 
the word “liberty” in the “Address” thirty-four times and “science” twenty-six times. 
Liberty is especially important to Horton in the “Address.” The words “liberties,” 
“independence,” and “independent” appear two times each, and “free” or “freedom” 
occur a total of ten times. At the close of the “Address,” Horton recites one of his own 
poems containing the word “free” at the end of each stanza.126 During the time of the 
“Address,” it was a touchy subject for an enslaved man to discuss liberty or freedom in 
the South, where recent slave revolts and other instances of violence had occurred in 
1856 and 1859.127 In the “Address,” however, Horton not only discusses the topic of 
liberty extensively, but uses variations of the words “liberty” and “freedom” a total of 
fifty times within a twenty-nine page transcription. Although Horton was not allowed to 
protest his personal lack of liberty, he stresses the importance of liberty in general, often 
involving “double talk” in his discussion.  
According to Richmond, Horton may have hidden “double talk” concerning 
liberty in the “Address.” For instance, he first stresses the importance of liberty in 
general, promoting the importance of liberty for the United States. He uses as an example 
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the War of 1812 when “the British fleets were struggling to undermine the american forts 
and to lay waste the Union at large.”128 Horton follows this assertion by saying, “for I 
know that liberty is undoubtedly the birth right which heaven has confered upon the 
world of mankind and consequently her [blank space in the text] should not be impeded 
by the cheroxdefrise of oppression. Take into contemplation the result provided you are 
deprived of your golden right.”129 Here he does not claim that liberty is just the birth right 
of the white man; it belongs to “the world of mankind.” Horton also considers himself to 
be included in the “world of mankind.” He claims that “as a man [he has] the faculty of 
choice,” adding that his “preference was always, a republican government, through which 
the streams of liberty and science flow freely for every man.”130 Horton first calls himself 
“a man” and then asserts that liberty and science should “flow freely for every man,” 
which must include himself. The fact that Horton does not possess liberty, however, 
means that his “birth right” was stolen from him. Horton’s poem “The Slave” informs 
slaveholders that “Like Cain you’ve your consanguine brother slain, / And robbed him of 
his birthright—Liberty.”131 If it is true that “liberty is undoubtedly the birth right which 
heaven has confered upon the world of mankind” and “should not be impeded by the 
cheroxdefrise of oppression,” Horton’s “Address” sends a radical message to his 
Southern white audience about liberty as a human right and their own instrument of 
oppression: slavery. 
There are other glimpses of “double talk” in the “Address.” Horton uses the 
devices of censure and praise to protest slavery. For instance, Horton chides “the world of 
mankind” for being “more fond of listening to what abuses recognized genius”—
especially in the case of a person of “low birth and rude raising”—than to “expand the 
narrow circle in which he stands.”132 Horton is careful not to refer directly to himself 
here, but this instance is the closest he gets to protesting his personal enslaved condition. 
The “narrow circle” represents his enslavement. He reproaches those who do not expand 
his opportunities or are entertained by “what abuses” him. Horton not only censures those 
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who enslave men and women like him. He honors those who helped him expand his 
opportunities. He mentions some of the allies he had during his lifetime, such as Hentz, 
Joseph Caldwell (1773-1835), and North Carolina governor John Owen (1787-1841). 
Many Southern orators praised notables in their speeches, especially those recently 
deceased. For instance, when President Buchanan addressed the 1859 commencement, he 
spoke of former president James K. Polk, a UNC alumnus, and his “intense love for his 
Alma Mater.” Buchanan praised Polk, calling him “a good man, a great man, an honest 
man” and proclaimed that “justice [had] not yet been done his memory.”133 These praises 
are reminiscent of those from Horton as he honors the memories of those who showed 
him kindness. But while Horton imitates this trend of praise, he offers it only to those 
who assisted him in his enslavement, particularly to those who were involved in various 
schemes to emancipate him. Here we see another glimpse of the “double talk” Richmond 
mentioned, especially as Horton does not honor the current president of UNC, David 
Lowry Swain (1801-1868).134 The reason Swain is not mentioned is probably because—
unlike the previous university president, Caldwell—Swain did not assist the poet in his 
endeavors to become free.  
Horton’s reasons for praising Owen are anything but subtle. He praises “the 
honorable and much distinguished Gov. Owen now deceased” for his “stream of 
surpassing humanity,” saying that Owen “descended like a dove to [his, that is, Horton’s] 
assistance and exerted himself for [his] extrication from the destracting yoke of 
bondage.” According to Horton, Owen offered to pay his master “$100, more than any 
person of sound judgment should say that [he] was worth.”135 The offer was refused 
“with a frown of disdain,” however, because, Horton claims, his master—James—had 
“no regard for liberty science or Genius” and that “not even a spark of generosity then 
pervaded his iron heart.”136 Although we do not know why Horton’s master refused to 
sell him, an earlier unrelated attempt to emancipate Horton was recorded on August 29, 
1828, in Freedom’s Journal, a pioneering African American newspaper in New York 
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City “devoted to the Improvement of the Coloured Population.” The article, entitled 
“George M. Horton,” tells another story of “a philanthropic gentleman” who tried to 
purchase George’s freedom. This gentleman visited Chapel Hill “for the annual visitation 
at the College there established.” While in Chapel Hill, he discovered “some pieces of 
George’s poetic effusions” and set out “to see if George’s liberation [could] be effected.” 
The effort was unsuccessful, however, as George’s master, James, could not “do without 
the manual labour of the young man.” However, James claimed he would consider “a fair 
price for [George]” later, “towards the close of the year.”137 
After recounting this story, the author of the article adds:  
I would communicate with some of our northern friends, as to the practicability of 
obtaining from some of your benevolent societies, or by voluntary contribution, 
assistance in paying the price his master may demand for him…a sum like 4 or 
$500138 might soon be gathered—and so it might, but for any other purpose 
sooner than the emancipation of a fellow being…rest assured I shall feel proud on 
being able to report to my friend that the sympathies of New-York have been 
roused in aid of his undertaking. 
It is unclear whether these “northern friends” and the “philanthropic gentleman” were 
unable to raise the money to free Horton or if Horton’s master was unwilling to sell him. 
Regardless, Horton was still enslaved in 1859. While he claims he “never shall forget” 
the kindness of Owen and perhaps others “while [he has] the power of memory,” these 
memories are a small consolation during his slavery. Even with so many allies seeking 
his freedom, they are still in the minority, and Horton sadly acknowledges that 
“generosity from a few individuals seldom prevails.”139 On the other hand, the majority, 
or “the world of mankind,” is to be chastised for their failure to “expand the narrow circle 
in which he stands.”140  
Contrary to Walser’s claim, Horton also talks extensively about science in his 
“Address.” In addition to the many mentions of “science,” the word “scientific” appears 
four times and “scientifical,” five. Although Walser may have had little regard for 
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Horton’s understanding of science, the topic is nonetheless broached more than a “little” 
in the “Address.” Sherman thinks what Horton actually meant by science is “all areas of 
knowledge.” She includes in this definition “progress gained through navigation, 
railroading…agriculture…history, geography, astronomy, and geology.” Most 
importantly, says Sherman, Horton saw theology as “the most valuable science” because 
“it is essentially tied to liberty” and nations cannot be free without becoming free from 
“wickedness and vice.”141  
As Sherman suggests, for Horton, liberty and science were fundamentally 
interconnected. An overarching theme in Horton’s “Address” is liberty, but for Horton, 
liberty does not exist in a vacuum. Liberty enables education and scientific progress. He 
describes how science enabled the Industrial Revolution, which has “contributed to the 
just pride and boast of the United States,” for instance, when “Railroad engineers…sound 
a [w]hoop of defiance to the travelers of Europe, and bear with speed of sharks their 
passengers from city to city.”142 Among these advances is what Horton sees as the 
development of “female genius.”143 He claims that “from those peculiar branches [of] 
science even the female pen has been strictly employed by which the genius of that sex 
has been well cultivated in America as well as in other quarters of the globe.”144 As an 
example of female genius, Horton mentions his friend and mentor, Hentz, who “has well 
nigh kept pace with the great Hannah Moore and spread the wings of fame over her sex 
on her native continent.”145 Horton concludes his discussion of female genius with,  
Alas! And shall uncultivated genius, in the wilds of the Southern continent, still 
sleep inactive in her sable shell, beneath the genial beams of a vertical sun? or: 
has the extremity of its fervour addle[d]146 the darling egg deposited in the soul of 
that savage tribe? Shall we pass by, regardless of the unpolished diamond buried 
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but shallow in her native Soil, never uncovered by the hands of Literature and 
Science?…No!147  
Here Horton transitions from the topic of “female genius” to “uncultivated genius, in the 
wilds of the Southern continent.” “Uncultivated genius” here refers not to white 
American women, but to American blacks. The transition is intentional, as Horton 
considers the education of “uncultivated genius” to be a great scientific improvement 
alongside the advancement of “female genius”—both of whom are not acknowledged by 
white patriarchal authority.  
At the time of the “Address,” feminist writers commonly connected race and 
gender when arguing equality and rights for women. For instance, Mary Wollstonecraft 
(1759-1797) in her book, A Vindication of the Rights of Women, asks, “Is one half of the 
human species, like the poor African slaves, to be subject to prejudices that brutalize 
them…only to sweeten the cup of man? Is not this indirectly to deny woman reason?” 
She continues the analogy of slavery to suggest that there is a “more specious slavery 
which chains the very soul of women, keeping her for ever under the bondage of 
ignorance.” She hoped men would “generously snap [female] chains, and be content with 
rational fellowship instead of slavish obedience.”148 Harriet Taylor Mill (1807-1858) 
made a similar argument in Enfranchisement of Women in 1851, claiming that “there has 
been no political community or nation in which, by law and usage, women have not been 
in a state of political and civil inferiority.” Mill explains that “throughout history, the 
nations, races, classes, which found themselves the strongest, either in muscles, in riches, 
or in military discipline, have conquered and held in subjection the rest.” She argues that 
oppression arises from those in power who consider equality with others a threat to 
power. Because “to be equals was to be enemies,” the strongest individuals in a society 
must assert their superiority. But Mill thinks these societies are evolving. She claims that 
the world “has but just begun to cast off injustice. It is only now getting rid of negro 
slavery…Can we wonder that it has not yet done as much for women?”149  
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Horton may have heard debates like these on the Chapel Hill university campus or 
even from Hentz. He considered the acknowledgment of both female and African 
American “genius” to be scientific advancements. But if Horton truly considered science 
as consisting of “all areas of knowledge,” he would not only desire the acknowledgement 
of “uncultivated genius,” but also the liberty to pursue a formal education. Sherman 
claims that Horton “equates physical with intellectual liberty.”150 As long as Horton was 
enslaved, he could not freely develop his mind in the ways he wanted. If he possessed 
more liberty, he would be free to pursue more education. It was one of Horton’s fondest 
dreams to attend university, but that was an opportunity that slavery had stolen from him. 
In the poem “On the Pleasures of College Life” in Poetical Works, Horton stands on a 
university campus and says, “I frown upon the gloom of rustic life, / Where no pure 
stream of bright distinction / flows, / No mark between the thistle and the rose; / One’s 
like a bird encaged and bare of food.”151 This sentiment is mirrored in the “Address” 
when Horton states that he “deplore[s] that ever [his] lot had been cast in the rude theatre 
of illiterate ____,” “or the fields of unintermited labor rather than in a repository of Belle 
Letters with others who thirst for liberal instruction.” Horton, “while contemplating the 
divesture of collegiate pomp, [was] brought to deplore [his] own unfortunate condition 
that those important advantages have never fallen in [his] way.” He asks why “naked 
genius” was “deposited by an itinerant muse” in “a shell of bastardy” and 
“deserted…without the plumage of literary defence waiting in vain for her return with a 
morsel to sustain the infancy of genius.”152 Horton claims that if he had not been 
enslaved, he might have “vie[d] with the orators of Greece Athens or Rome” or 
“eclipse[d] the minor torches of a Phillips a Pratt a Wallpole a Sheridan a Randolph a 
Clay and a host of others.”153 At the time of the “Address,” Horton was around sixty-two 
years old and possibly feeling powerless to pursue the aspirations, dreams, and liberty he 
hoped for all his life. Despite his enslavement, however, Horton craved knowledge. He 
longed for an equal opportunity to attend university. Toward the end of the “Address,” 
Horton predicts a future where “liberal institutions open their doors for the welcome 
                                                
150 Sherman, The Black Bard of North Carolina, 28. 
151 Horton, The Poetical Works, 77. 
152 Horton, “An Address,” 6. 
153 Ibid., 5-6. 
 29 
reception of illiterate strangers travelling through a land of liberty.”154 In his ideal world, 
“illiterate strangers” have the chance to gain education, and “liberal institutions,” such as 
the university at Chapel Hill, welcome such strangers, even if they are black or perhaps 
even female.  
Horton had not yet received a formal education when he suggested to his white 
audience that he possessed an equal capacity to be educated. Horton states that “impartial 
genius seems to have looked with an indiscriminate eye as touching nations and color and 
directed her headlong torrents which have swept in their course the wandering novice.”155 
To Horton, the extent of a person’s education indicates their opportunities in life, not 
their intelligence. In fact, he considers those who restrict the opportunities of others to be 
ignorant and even unintelligent. In “Slavery,” a poem by Horton published in Freedom’s 
Journal in 1828 and again in the Liberator in 1834, the poet asks, “Is it because my skin 
is black, / That thou should’st be so dull and slack, / And scorn to set me free?”156 The 
slave in the poem may be Horton or someone else speaking on his behalf, articulating 
things the enslaved Horton dared not. This persona addresses her master, or perhaps even 
the group or social institution allowing her to remain enslaved. The persona calls her 
oppressor(s) “dull and slack” for “scorn[ing] to set [her] free.” In Horton’s opinion, no 
matter how educated a person is, he is “dull and slack” if he oppresses another simply 
based on the color of that person’s skin. 
Horton concludes his “Stream of Liberty and Science” with a final poem 
celebrating liberty. This poem, composed by Horton, was originally printed in the 
Southern Literary Messenger under the title, “Ode to Liberty,” and graces the final page 
of the “Address.”157 In his poem, Horton calls liberty a “dove of peace” and urges his 
audience to “aspire to [liberty].” He claims the wings of liberty have the power to “fan 
Columbia free” by the “release” of “prisoners.”158 Horton’s white audience perhaps 
associated the “release” of “prisoners” and the liberty of Columbia with later lines 
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charging “Brittania” not to “boast” anymore because “Columbia still is free.” However, 
Horton may again be employing “double talk” in this poem. The “prisoners” may seek 
independence from England, but if they are enslaved blacks, they seek freedom from 
their white oppressors. Horton’s vision for these African Americans is revealed in a line 
of the poem stating that “all nations should be free.” Even though Horton does not 
mention specific nations aside from “Columbia” and “Brittania,” he claims “all nations” 
deserve liberty. Artfully, he does not claim that all nations are free, but stresses instead 
that all nations should be free. It is here that Horton’s message becomes radical, as he 
suggests to his white audience that nations currently imprisoned should be set free: 
namely, the nations of Africa currently imprisoned in the United States against their will 
should be set free. Because nations within Columbia are not free, Columbia is not free. In 
the last lines of the “Address,” however, Horton hopes Columbia will one day “[bear] the 
news from shore to shore” that “Columbia still is free.” 
Hope for liberty competes with hopelessness in the “Address” as Horton warns 
his audience of the consequences of despair. Immediately before the “Ode to Liberty,” 
Horton says that “the privation of liberty brutalizes human intellect” and “dulls the 
enterprizing spirit into timidity and confusion.” He calls the deprivation of liberty “a 
death blow to the pleasures of human life.”159 Horton protests the privation of liberty for 
human beings in general, which would include himself. Here is another instance of 
“double talk,” as his white audience would assume he continues to argue for the 
importance of liberty for the United States after the War of 1812. But this section of the 
“Address” bears more similarity to Horton’s earlier poems in The Hope of Liberty, 
published prior to Southern paranoia over slave uprisings. In “Slavery,” he says, “let me 
hasten to the grave, / The only refuge for the slave, / Who mourns for liberty,” for it is 
only in death that “oppression’s voice is heard no more.”160 The poem “On Liberty and 
Slavery” claims that there is “no relief / This side the silent grave—.”161 The same 
sentiment appears in the “Address” as Horton views the deprivation of liberty as “a death 
blow.” A life without liberty for Horton is a life not worth living.  
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In the “Address,” Horton vacillates between the optimism of the final poem and 
the gloomy outlook preceding it. A similar view of liberty, sometimes hopeful, 
sometimes hopeless, can be traced throughout Horton’s poetry. For instance, in 1845, 
Horton published the poem “Division of an Estate” in which he portrays a hopeless 
scene. He reflects on the “dull emotion rolling through the brain / Of apprehending 
slaves” as they stand in “dark suspense” as “The day of separation is at hand.”162 As 
suggested by the title, the poem tells about a day of judgment, when “poor vassals” know 
not whether they will “tumble on / The right or left forever.”163 The poem is reminiscent 
of the biblical passage where “all nations” will be gathered in front of the “Son of man” 
to be judged.164 However, “Division of an Estate” is also a picture of an enslaved family 
whose lives were about to be torn apart by family separation and sale. The “estate” 
mentioned might also refer to the United States as divisions between people and states 
were already forming over the future of slavery. Before the “Address,” Horton knew the 
desolate effects of slavery acutely when his family was divided around 1819. 
When Horton was finally emancipated six years after the “Address” in 1865, he 
published one of his most famous and personally revealing poems, “George Moses 
Horton, Myself.” He begins with the words, “I feel myself in need.” He is technically free 
physically, but claims he has an “empty mind” and a “heart to lift.” His physical freedom 
is also hindered. He states that he “know[s] that [he] is old / And never can recover what 
is past.”165 Conscious of aging, the poet looks back on a past of oppression and the 
deprivation of opportunities, both physical and mental. After his emancipation, Horton 
finally possessed the liberty he had hoped for all his life, but slavery left him depleted 
and without much time. Despite that lost time, Horton feels “resolved to try” to pursue 
his “calling.” He has great dreams for the future, such as “all the world [to] explore” and 
a “song” that will “dart from world to world.”166 Horton can finally call liberty his own, 
but freedom is complicated. He longs for the United States to become finally united, for 
people to be considered as equals, and for Columbia to be truly free from oppression. 
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Horton’s poem, “The Union of Parties,” was published in 1865 at the same time as 
“George Moses Horton, Myself.” In “The Union of Parties,” Horton writes not about the 
complications of liberty, as in “George Moses Horton, Myself,” nor of the consequences 
of slavery, as in “Division of an Estate.” Instead, “The Union of Parties” celebrates 
liberty in its purest form. Horton writes as an observer of “parties” and “faction” in “the 
Union.”167 In the wake of the Civil War, Horton pleads for “union” and “concord,” where 
enemies are now friends, and people “mingle in wedlock” and “mingle in prayer.” Horton 
promises that “No longer divided the nation shall be, / Let all go together, by land and by 
sea; / Let us all go together, and all stick together— / In the Union.” For Horton, when 
slavery is abolished and men are equal and unified, the result is not only personal but 
community enrichment. Thus he dreamed of a day when both he and the rest of mankind 
would be able to live “in wonderful concord, the union of love…all walk[ing] together, 
and all sing[ing] together— / In the Union.”168  
Horton’s view of liberty became further complicated when he discovered that 
physical liberty did not mean freedom from oppression. After emancipation, Horton left 
the South and moved to Philadelphia, where his poem “Forbidden to Ride on the Street 
Cars,” appeared in the Christian Recorder late in 1866. Although Horton finally found 
the liberty he craved, his poem protests continued discrimination and injustice based on 
skin color. A note originally attached to the poem says, “The writer, widely known as 
‘The Slave Poet,’ recently saw a colored person enter a Philadelphia passenger railway 
car, which had stopped for a passenger, but the conductor immediately compelled her to 
leave. The following lines were suggested.” The poem begins with the question, “Why 
wilt thou from the right revolt?” The poet warns those who segregate the street cars that 
they may “fall the rebels’ prey,” perhaps insinuating they have adopted the values of a 
Confederate. The poem ends on a positive note, however, foreseeing that “E’er long, we 
trust, the time will come, / We’ll ride, however far; / And all ride on together home, / 
When freedom will be in full bloom, / Regardless of the car!”169 By stating that “the time 
will come…when freedom will be in full bloom,” Horton admits that freedom has not yet 
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reached its full bloom, but is still mixed with what he calls “foul oppression” in “On 
Liberty and Slavery.” Overall, however, Horton has a positive view of liberty’s chances 
in America. He believes that time is the only thing needed to help liberty to bloom. On 
that day, he envisions people riding “on together home,” which Horton perhaps meant 
both literally and figuratively. 
Scholars are unsure what happened to Horton after Philadelphia. Some claim he 
lived in Philadelphia for the remainder of his life. Cobb claimed to have met the poet in 
Philadelphia in 1883. However, scholars have debated the accuracy of his claim.170 Some 
scholars think Horton gave up on the oppressive quasi-liberty he found in the North and 
moved to Liberia.171 Little is known about Horton after 1866. Between the publication of 
his two books in 1845 and 1865, a few written mentions of Horton have been found, 
among them the entry in Garrett’s journal, four letters he wrote during those two decades, 
and a handful of poems he published in magazines and newspapers. The “Address,” 
therefore, is one of the last documents available that offers insight into Horton’s life and 
inner world during the comparative silence between 1845 and 1865. Between his 
composition of the “Division of an Estate” in 1845, and “The Union of Parties” in 1865, 
Horton gave his 1859 “Address.” The speech reveals Horton’s conflicted view of liberty, 
even before he was able to experience it for himself. In the “Address,” Horton mentions 
both division and union. He says that “the Union itself was divided with a diversity of 
parties,” which are “running in direct opposition to each other” by “contending for the 
right of politics.” In a way, in the “Address,” Horton foretold the division of the United 
States during the Civil War and its eventual union. At this point in his life, Horton did not 
know if he would ever be free. Nevertheless, in 1859 he protested the privations of liberty 
for himself and many like him in the hope that his voice would be heard. Although 
Horton addressed a white audience at a Southern university, and was often constrained by 
a veil of “double talk,” he nevertheless proclaimed the value of liberty and took the bold 
step of insisting that “all nations should be free.”172  
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The “Address” gives important insight into Horton’s mind and artistry during a 
period of his life otherwise bereft of significant documentation. It also contains 
invaluable autobiographical facts not found in his other works, such as Owen’s 
unsuccessful attempt to purchase the poet’s freedom, and reveals the poet’s desire to 
attend college. Horton may have believed himself—and likely was—the only enslaved 
African American to give a formal declamation on liberty from a public university 
platform in the antebellum South. Terming the “Address” Horton’s “most unusual 
achievement” is certainly accurate,173 but the speech should be recognized for what it is, a 
unique and bold undertaking. It is truly one of a kind, the music of liberty sung from the 
heart of a pioneering African American man of letters. 
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NOTE ON THE TEXT 
 
The following text was transcribed directly from “An Address to Collegiates of the 
University of N.C.: The Stream of Liberty and Science,” a manuscript based on a speech 
delivered by George Moses Horton around 1859. The document is currently housed in the 
North Carolina Collection in the Wilson Library at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. The manuscript of the “Address” is not a holograph reflecting the written 
expression of Horton himself. Rather, the manuscript is a compilation of handwritten 
notes transcribed by students attending Horton’s “Address” who apparently intended to 
preserve as faithfully as possible what Horton spoke.  
 
The complete “Address” has never appeared in print, nor has it ever been published. 
Readers and scholars have not yet had an opportunity to learn what Horton said in his 
“Address,” although quotations from the manuscript of “An Address” have appeared in 
several sources, including Joan R. Sherman’s The Black Bard of North Carolina (1997) 
and Richard Walser’s The Black Poet (1966), which can be found in the bibliography to 
this edition. The purpose of this edition of the “Address” is to make the complete text of 
Horton’s speech finally available to readers and scholars in print and digital forms. 
 
The aim of this edition is to reproduce the handwritten document in typescript form as 
faithfully as possible to the original manuscript. This edition does not modernize or 
otherwise correct errors or inconsistencies of spelling, capitalization, underlining, 
spacing, or paragraphing within the text. Inconsistencies of spelling in the manuscript are 
sometimes due to multiple transcribers of the “Address.” Although punctuation in this 
manuscript often diverges from twenty-first-century practice, the editor has not altered or 
attempted to correct punctuation, preferring instead to preserve this feature of the original 
text. In addition, to produce a faithful and accurate transcription, some handwritten marks 
that may serve no apparent grammatical purpose—such as underlined spaces or crossed 
out words and characters—have also been preserved in typeset.  
 
The numbered footnotes in this edition were inserted by the editor. Allusions and other 
references of Horton’s to individuals, events, literature, and Biblical and classical lore 
have been annotated. To enhance clarity and readability, the editor offers explanatory 
annotations for words and phrases the meaning of which may not be apparent. Definitions 
of words in the annotations come from several sources including the Oxford English 
Dictionary and Webster’s Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary, also cited in the 
bibliography.   
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The Stream of Liberty and Science 
 
1 
| 662591           
Gentlemen 
Actuated by innocent motives. I appear 
before you, as a public orator. in the cause of liberty 
and science; but with a degree of diffidence lest I 
fail to accomplish a task which I feel it my duty 
to discharge. Your unworthy speaker is far from flatt- 
    ering himself with the vain idea of being endowed 
      etent abilities to counsel a concourse on so lofty a 
  where superior liberties afford them so many 
    tionate advantages. Yet while you laugh to 
               his ignorance, he still is constrained from 
     e impulse of illiterate genius to expose his jargon 
to the criticism of the world, it is obvious that we 
occupy an age of the world. which calls aloud for 
literary improvement from every quarter and the 
scientific culture of faculties rational, nay as well 
from the rustic swain in the lonely valley, as the 
epicure on luxuriant streams, is it not aspired to 
in the present age, for impartial genius seems to 
have looked with an indiscriminate eye as touching 
nations and color and directed her headlong torrents 
which have swept in their course the wandering 
novice, who could scarcely distinguish a letter from a 
figure. We see many possessed with superior advantages 
which they cast off as nonsense, whilst others far 
less promoted are gleaning175 up the. scattered fragments 
with avidity and have thus augmented a wonderful 
store of intellectual matter. compiled, and original and 
contributed to the scenes of public admiration, to 
ascend the glorious summit of mental improvement 
is first to arouse your minds from every degree 
of lethargy to an active application of close study and 
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not that I would reccomend any manner of surly 
melancholy, since one may be surly melancholy  
necessarily assiduous and no less cheerful; for in fact 
the most diligent are often the most cheerful 
and yet may indulge a requisite sedateness 
in their frequent calls to retirement, and  
the moral duties of human life looking forward  
with an eye of pleasing anticipation, beyond 
the gloom of promiscuous erudition unto 
the joyful termination of a waste and tedious 
progress, for an unintermated176 resolution in the 
forenoon of life, collects to a focus the rays of hope  
even after a distant digression from the rudimental 
ground of a literary course. She compels of the juvenile 
mind inflated by the winds of folly, that they recover  
their course and land the trembling unfortunate 
mariner (if the time may be allowed) to the haven of 
incontrovertable independence. Vagrant youth, is  
not this a sufficient incentive, to renounce the  
dying vanities and fond overtures of insubstantial 
pleasures; shall the syren177 of danger lurking beneath 
      wave that conceals her form allure you by the 
sound of her lute and drag you into the 
vortex of ruin or attract the young mind  
through liberty from a scientific course, no178 let 
the bitter result which arises from the discarded 
youth avert the sad perpetrations or desires 
to infringe on laws that circumscribe the garden 
of your safety adverting gentlemen to the life of  
folly: notwithstanding my assumption on the dificult  
task allready to the view of my listening audience in 
my limited address absorbed in the splendor of superior 
orators, allready is it blown away like feathers before 
a driving storm. But whilst the polished Sons
                                                
176 Pehaps a misspelling of “unintermitted,” meaning continuous. 
177 Siren—a beautiful but deadly mythical sea creature who ensnares mariners. 







of Apollo179 light their ethereal tapers180 at the Scientifical  
furnace. lifted like planets washed in oceans of light. 
and of inconceivable magnitude. your humble Babbler. from  
his rural hills. is constrained to pause for the language of 
th true certainty to address you. in this honorable hall 
of decomm.181   Gentlemen: I humbly trust that your 
feeling regard. for the resolution of naked genius, in 
such an exertim extensive field of intellectual mat- 
ter. will excite you to pity his inevitable defects. which  
otherwise may sully the stream of address.. either by tautological 
constipation. or seraphic182 flights. from the topic of my homespun ora- 
tion. whilst on the silent ear of incipient progeny. I pour 
the thunders of artless declamation. instead of a baust (burst) of  
irrision.183 I trust rather to arouse a pledge of pity + 
respect. for the pain of the task effused from a plough 
broken receptacle, which after having received cannot retain 
three cassified184 rills. let loose from the floods of antiquity. 
But since strength. may proceed from weakness. I may not  
hesitate to say that those advantages with which you 
are now blessed will soon lift, if rightly raised, 
to your enraptured view. the inestimable profit which can 
not fail like spring to the dig’gn to rise up and meet 
God you at the close of your collegiate life. from which  
you will be immediately iniuated initiated into 
professional fields to pass secure without a retrospect- 
ing glance. like In Israel through the wilderness of Arabia,185  
to the promised emoluments resend186 to reward the 
task of the faithful proficient. true to the trust reposed 
in his hands, whatever may be his department, the hour187 of 
whose welcomed evening in declining years, may   the  
vestage188 of industrious deeds: whose regreted departure from 
triumphant usefullness and virtue, may set the 
seal of never fading memory to their pillars. and bid them live 
forever. When subsequent proluity189 shall have been long  
                                                
179 Apollo, sun-god of the Greeks and Romans, patron of music and poetry.  
180 Candles made from wax. 
181 Perhaps an abbreviation of “decorum.” 
182 An angelic being in Biblical Hebrew and Christian traditions. 
183 Laughter at another’s expense; derision. 
184 May be a misspelling of “classified.” 
185 The journey of ancient Hebrews from Egypt to Canaan. See Deuteronomy 2:7. 
186 Perhaps a misspelling of “reserved.” 
187 Spelling of this word is ambiguous. 
188 Probably a misspelling of vestige, the remains of something diminished or no longer in 
existence. 
189 Probably a misspelling of “prolixity,” the quality of being unduly prolonged or drawn out. 
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last in the gloom of passed years. and their titles erased from the reco- 
rds of time. Have your any regard for public distinction? If you 
have: you must early study to fan + kindle with the lesson of 
moral abstinance the blaze of renown closing the sensual eye ag- 
ainst every gratification yet leads without regard to the  
transient gleam of juvenile pleasures and imagination 
by which means many have been forced to reflect  
at a period far too late to repeal the wilful miscarriages 
or brighten a name once deeply tarnished by habitual 
atrocities which so easily cleave to the soft and vagrant 
mind of youth. Feeling parents mark with tears the  
presage of early apostacy so frequently discovered in 
the conduct of a stripling who becomes so easily  
allured with so much fond resignation to the smiles 
of Venus190 and the wild banquets of the night 
by which he is soon fascinated at the shrine 
of tottering Bacchus.191 Gentlemen I hope that 
your patience will  my simple address and 
my lecture on the abuse of early life, which I  
should not have adopted had I not seen the  
deplorable catastrophe spreading its veil over the  
blushing brow of discarded youth and the stern 
frowns of disgusted parents. who were constrained, though 
with reluctance to give their voices against the eminent 
gloom of public disgrace arising from an act of 
  and a mind alienated from the 
sphere of order and duty by sporting on the current 
of levity and sinking at the favourite period 
which calls aloud on the young mind to soar, 
Alas! the final expulsion of some truly respectable 
gentlemen on the highest circle of dignity. with 
whom I was intimately acquainted and who  
started well from an academical accomplishment 
to make their way through ambiguous mean- 
ders of this exalted institution. They have 
 
 
                                                
190 Venus, Roman goddess of love and beauty. 




gone astray like Ephraim192 to his idols or the 
rebelious Israelites,193 and thereby incured incured the 
displeasure of their best friends, their patrons and  
their parents who dare not speak a word in their  
favour . nay whom at reflecting intervals, I have 
entered into the vale of simpathy and sighed over 
the gloom of their fate, Alas what a spectacle 
does it exhibit to see a favourite son sent home 
from college to the farm without one bloom 
of diplomatic grace and haveing forfeited his 
seat in the bibliothecal hall. His fate resembles  
a star fallen from the orb of its glory 
divested of its beams setting with the frowns of 
contempt behind a sable cloud over mantling its flight 
and instead of light, reflecting gloom over the plains 
of a deserted hemisphere. Ye belaying constellations 
in the expanse of science, conspire to wail over the 
shrine of unfortunate liberty, though your  
lustre be too feeble to penetrate their regretted 
abscence and the gloom which must envelope the 
morning light of literary prospects. Ye blooming 
daughters of beauty condole yourselve with the reprehen 
ding frowns of offended friendship over the ruins of 
departed fame. Nay while contemplating the 
divesture of collegiate pomp, I am brought to  
deplore my own unfortunate condition 
that those important advantages have never 
fallen in my way, otherwise perverts into  
spurious drop, that their academical flowers had 
never been scattered along my path, which witherd 
so early on the scholastic bosom of youth and  
liberty. An intended Washington194 an expectant Napoleon195  
and others disigned to vie with the orators of 
Greece Athens or Rome and finally to eclipse the minor 
torches of a Phillips196 a Pratt197 a Wallpole198 a Sheridan199 and 
                                                
192 The second son of the Hebrew patriarch, Joseph (Genesis 41:52), Ephraim was also 
the name of the largest tribe of Israel. See Hosea 5:11. 
193 See Ezekiel 2:3. 
194 George Washington (1732-99), first president of the United States. 
195 Napoléon Bonaparte (1769-1821), French military general and first emperor of 
France. 
196 May refer to Wendell Phillips (1814-84), American lawyer, abolitionist, and orator. 
197 Most likely Charles Pratt, 1st Earl of Camden (1714-94), a jurist and Lord Chancellor 
of Great Britain from 1766-70. 
198 Robert Walpole (1676-1745), regarded as the first Prime Minister of Great Britain. 
199 Richard Brinsley Sheridan (1751-1816), Anglo-Irish playwright and politician. 




a Randolph200 a Clay201 and a host of others, as well as 
gliding on the stream from the spring of Parnas.202 But alas 
they have shed their premature blooms of eloquence and 
flayed their heads to the ground with nothing but a  
store of enervescent203 tears Nay I deplore that ever my lot 
had been cast in the rude theatre of illiterate ____ 
 or the fields of unintermited labor rather 
than in a repository of Belle Letters204 with others who  
thirst for liberal instruction. But the interogative  
follows with regard to the misfortune of naked 
genius. Why was he in a shell of bastardy deposited 
by an itinerant muse at the foot of a mountain, which  
deserted at the close of her incubation and left him 
without the plumage of literary defence waiting 
in vain for her return with a morsel to 
sustain the infancy of genius. Alas! exposed 
to the merciless grasp of the predacious eagle 
Did Clio205 scorn the hue of her products or 
did Crato206 pluck a string from her lyre 
and leave it floating on the stream of 
chance like the Hebrew foundling in the 
rash ark207 or why is he thus unfortunate 
To this query some will reply. Beware of  
irregularity of conduct and an intemperate 
disposition, But to this he exclaims, this report 
was first to justify the omission of public assis 
tance, from an exorbitant demand of his liberty  
but mostly proceeded from the lips of pen 
urious agents. hence the bird of exaggeration 
was sent on swift wings in every direction 
calculated to demolish the most noble 
progress or to retard the wheels of its execution  
Though he frankly recognises his natural 
weakness and juvenile errors, nor does he  
fly to the conduct of others to justify his 
                                                
200 Probably John Randolph (1773-1833), American politician and orator. 
201 Henry Clay (1777-1852), American politician and orator. Horton wrote about Clay in 
two poems, “Mr. Clay’s Reception at Raleigh, April, 1844” and “Clay’s Defeat.” Both 
were first published in The Poetical Works of George M. Horton (1845). 
202 Parnassus, a mountain of Greece sacred to the Muses, Apollo, and Bacchus. 
203 Misspelling of “effervescent,” a state of bubbling heat. 
204 Belles-lettres—elegant or polite literature or literary studies. 
205 Clio, one of the nine Muses, patron of history and inspiration to musicians and poets. 
206 Cratos, the winged attendant or enforcer of Zeus. 




own failures since every tub has to stand on its  
own bottom and not on that of an other.208 
Notwithstanding the thousands of congenial 
advocates for intemperance and yet abounding 
with exalted faculties they afford me no  
just apology whatever. Thus your blundering 
orator has been impeached with faculties 
as false as night compared with day light 
And know well Gentlemen that it is 
often the case with the world of mankind 
that they are more fond of listening to 
what abuses recognized genius or a superi- 
ority of mental eminence particularly 
in one of low birth and rude raising 
than to expand the narrow circle in 
which he stands. Gentlemen I venture 
to assert, that the most of you are too 
well acquainted with mental conflicts 
not to adopt those measures as truth 
That they seldom exert themselves in 
the ______ of such a one untill they imagine 
the best of their lives too far spent to discolse209 an 
extensive matter to the aspiring world 
. But had the most been like mindful  
with the great and eminent Dr Caldwell210 who 
now lies mouldering in yon mouldering 
dormitory, whose stately monument 
stands erected to the memory of his fame  
bidding those who succeed to bow to the 
shrine of superiority, my peal of praise for his  
honor and humanity his being in time and 
pursued with a concert of hopes, his flight 
into eternity, with no less favour burns 
the blaze of unexstinguished gratitude in 
my heart for the signal favours confered  
 
                                                
208 Proverb from either John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress or Charles Macklin’s The 
Man of the World.  
209 Misspelling of “disclose.” 
210 Joseph Caldwell (1773-1835), first president of the University of North Carolina. 
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on me from the liberal hand of the celebrated 
Mrs Caroline Lee Hentz.211 But my theme of gratitude  
stops not here, The honorable and much distinguished 
Gov. Owen212 now deceased developed a stream of surpassing 
humanity, far from the infromation213 of 
the much esteemed Dr James Henderson214 of 
Waynesboro, he descended like a dove to my 
assistance and exerted himself for my 
extrication from the destracting yoke of 
bondage. He cast a smile of unusual com- 
passion on my condition which I never shall 
forget. While I have the power of memory. 
He made an extraordinary proposition which 
was refused with a frown of disdain. The  
proposition was to pay $100,215 more than any 
person of sound judgment should say that I 
was worth. To this my master216 would not 
acceed, such was the miscarriage of 
the proposition from the feeling Govoner 
to a man who had no regard for 
liberty science or Genius, not even a spark 
of generosity then pervaded his iron heart 
A smile of generosity from a few individ- 
uals seldom prevails, amidst the envious 
frowns of thousands who point at 
the slightest faults in genius as an 
enormous crime, Gentlemen I trust 
that your patience will hold out a little  
farther and pardon the irresistible 
circumstances which had unexpectedly 
fallen in my way so let me terminate this 
part of my topic with an encomium 
proceeding the next, A good name is better  
than precious ointment and the day of 
death than the day of ones birth217 
                                                
211 Caroline Lee Whiting Hentz (1800-1856), American author. Hentz mentored Horton 
from about 1827-31. 
212 John Owen (1787-1841), twenty-fourth governor of North Carolina from 1828-30. 
213 Misspelling of “information.” 
214 James Henderson (1786?-1842?) was an 1806 graduate of the University of North 
Carolina and a physician in Chapel Hill.  
215 $100 between 1830-50 = roughly $2,500-3,000 in 2016. 
216 James Horton (1750?-1843), Horton’s second master from 1814-43. 




Mid' this precarious world, 
In him the Great and small reposed a trust: 
Still envio218 King dismised his Soul + hurld 
His fabric to the dust. 
 
Beyond the reach of time, 
The palm of Virtue still its glory yields: 
And lifts its branches into worlds sublime. 
The bright Elysian fields.219 
 
Ye Bards: the weight endear. 
Who, died + left behind a worthy name. 
Sing of his wonders with a smile + tear 
And toll the Knell of Fame.220 
 
 I now solicit your kind attention to the gen- 
eral head. from a reflection in the preceding part of 
my discourse. you will mark well, the enobling pur- 
port. for which in former language, you are here mat- 
riculated, and the primary design for which this public rep- 
ository has been established. But not for the temporary 
exel exhibition of classical brilliancy. which like  
a momentary spark. or sudden flash, is gone at once 
never to be seen or heard of more. But you are called 
both by private + public interest. and duty. to yourselves:  
you benefactors. your faculty. + your creator, to adorn 
the honorable department of the skillfull advocate d 
at the critical bar. the popular statesman. + the scrutiniz- 
ing Judge. on the lofty seat of final descision. you 
are also: caled to the task of administering remedies for 
the relief of deceased + decaying humanity which has  
called upon him for physical relief useful Physicians 
while you have the charge of dubious patients committed 
                                                
218 Misspelling of “envious.” 
219 The abode of the good after death in classical mythology; paradise. 




into your hands. you are in as much called to the  
preparatory seminary to adorn the consecrated desk of 
holy evangelism; not merely demanded in the United  
States. but to bear the orthodox tenets of christianity into 
distant lands. overshadowed by clouds. of gothic confu- 
sion. and thus: exert you Theological powers. and disseminate 
the showers of free grace.. This is certainly the liberty which heaven 
has granted on earth. and should be promoted and carried 
on in Scientifical order.  Hence it certainly is. + should 
be your chief interest to study minutely the end of a lit- 
erary course under a free + republican government. through 
which Streams of Science are rolling like rivers from various 
various branches in every direction. which. I. tust trust. 
will nevery221 be exhausted. nor run dry. till the last gen- 
eration in time, though it be carried through some divergent channel 
it will still flow onward unobstructed, to its native 
Ocean. which never can admit a shore to bound its 
pleasures. It is a public duty from the well known 
necessity for civil mileoration222 among the heathen  
tribes. now sinking deeper into brutality. nist instead 
of emerging out of its gloom. yet in admitting All 
of the cruel manus223 of savage anarchy. and their 
th ignorance of liberal education: it is the public int- 
erest of every intelligent individual. in a gospel land. 
where divine revelation. has difused its copius blaze. 
while others are groping. in darkness + gloom. Wicked- 
ness + vice. without it. It is apriva a private duty 
which you owe to yourselves. from the private pleasures 
you must inevitably experience. From an independence 
to other nations. sensible of your well formed system. 
founded as it is. on the extensive laws of moral. + national 
philosophy. and a private interest which every man must 
feel alone. Who has any true regard for himself. his present. 




                                                
221 Misspelling of “never.” 
222 Misspelling of “melioration,” to improve. 




no! It kindles from a spark in its private recess to a 
tremendous flame. in universal estimation. It expands 
your narrow avenue through an obstructed maze. and  
affords you a flight into the theater of true distinc- 
tion. where you may open a joyfull scene. to the envious 
view of your former associates, your benefactors, parents, 
and finally, to your creator. To this we may subjoin, 
it is a private stream that leads into the great ocean of 
dead lingo where you have the pleasure privately to converse 
with the genius. of Antiquity. and become familiar with 
ancient laws. Rules + Customs, also: you are 
called to the maritime task of Hydropathy:224 to explore 
the deep with the scaly +   to spread your sails  
to the storm. and dart recklessly along the measuring 
tide. to become commodores to fleets and safely guard  
your native shores against the hostile attacks of for- 
eign foes. make discoveries. extend. scientific. explo- 
rations. all of which will distinguish you. and 
promote you serial branches of Intellectual. + scien- 
tifical investigations. in the liberty of an indep- 
endent nation. resembling the immortal Genoa225 who made 
the first discovery of this continent and may I not 
say. that you are called to polish a genius in 
in the tactics to nerve the grasp of early chivalry 
and culture by science its original bloom 
yes. by the hand of science which facilitates  
the most arduous enterprise, such is 
your republican liberty to the Enclypodias226 of  
both ancient and modern ages. To this 
you have a free toleration, the controlling compass 
of intellect whose well directing index point 
to the guardian star by which you stear through 
life to the port of eternal competence. But notwith- 
standing the scientifical powers and exhibitions 
of manual dexterity, it is not to spread the 
 
 
                                                
224 The use of water in the treatment of disease. 
225 Christopher Columbus (1451-1506), Italian explorer, was born in Genoa. 




wings of crimson like a martial Napoleon or an 
Alexander227 darting with an asatiate228 thirst for 
human blood through the world, refusing to be 
appeased after the cruel defeat of so many 
innocent nations and was finally captured 
and arrested by the world whom he struggled  
to conquer  alas! he expired hopeless on a mamoth229 
rock heaving back his departing groans, min- 
gling his departing groans with the breezes  
of the Ocean; Dead beneath the privation of 
monarchical usurpation in the sordid act of 
ascending above the world. Heedless to the true 
economy of science in battle. He fell beneath 
the sword of his own ambition. But let me 
not injure my subject by a train of needless 
repetition still it may not be more than 
essential to inculcate that, the stream 
of science cannot be to minutely inves- 
tigated nor too strictly urged upon the rising 
age. In a figure, it is the Baloon230 of the 
young mind elevated by the gas of 
practical study above the twilight gleams 
of a boyhood from one degree to another 
on a regular climax into an etherial 
sublimity where polished manhood 
is distinguished by its eminence 
revolving in the wide and exulted 
sphere of legitimate liberty, and suffer 
me to add that to comfort with the 
burning language of divine inspiration 
“Ye are the light of the world. as a city set on a hill that cannot 
be hidden”231 such is the light of science to an intell 
igent nation. as a planetary crown of other. the  
glory of heaven over the earth. A nation  
by whose agency in suffrage the base of 
                                                
227 Alexander the Great (356-323 BCE), king of Macedon and powerful military leader. 
228 Probably “insatiate.” 
229 Probably “mammoth,” of very great size. 
230 Balloon. 




of your govorment is sustained in a land 
of independant and republican liberty 
it is your interest to promote your 
country’s cause and your present liberties 
Not as patriots under the banner of 
country’s love and yet recoiling from  
hostile actions, no but the deep 
and thorough faith to your nation 
and your country propels you to the 
reception of a full panoply232 of the adroit 
General in the field or subaltern leader 
in battle, the resolute soldier ready and  
willing to die in the sanguinary 
plains at the demands of his mater 
nal country to maintain and revive the  
drooping laurel of liberty. for which our 
worthy ancestors fought, bled and died, nay your  
sons of freedom breathing the spirit of heroism 
already equiped for action in the perilous 
hour of a disciplined combat, ready to heave 
your last dying groans at the shrine of 
your country’s fate, skilled in science 
a cultivated genius and a heart resolved to 
conquer or die. Then let your love for the pleas 
ures of national liberty and your utter de- 
testation to a monarchical alligiance 
inspire political studies and an unintimidated 
resolution to crush underfoot the despotic 
yoke with which you are so often threatened 
Notwithstanding the trust reposed in a brave  
and celebrated Harrison233 and the lamented 
decease of an oratorical Clay pronounced 
as one of the strongest pillars of the gov 
ernment, with the flight of a distinguished 
Polk234 and a Jackson235 with others who 
                                                
232 A splendid or impressive display. 
233 Most likely William Henry Harrison (1773-1841), ninth president of the United States. 
234 UNC alumnus James K. Polk (1795-1849), eleventh president of the United States. 




have retired to the sanctuary of their mother 
dust and bid farewell to the wild theatre 
of political life though lifted on high 
by the universal swell of popular 
adoration have left behind them the 
gloomy of a breach of goverment overma 
_ntling the eye of a free nation together with 
the stagnation of a pecuniary currency 
and the dissolution of national union. You should 
endeavour more faithfully to enlarge the 
base of the pyramid of your independent 
republic which has stood the test of almost  
a century now tottering beneath the  
burden on the treacherous pillars of chance 
overshadowed with clouds of apprehension 
on the dreary verge of destruction, Though 
her productions has long been dwindling 
at the shrine of depreciation and exhausted  
commerce, Though her public theorists had 
lost the tapers which led them from the 
bright fountain of the Union. while they  
went groping their hopeless passage through 
the dark vale of the insolvent bankrupt 
Whilst peace sunk into the confusion of 
parties and the roaring of commotion in 
circular directions was heard like the  
collission of mountains contending for 
the rights of liberty and Laws and yet  
lost in the mystery of a policy which 
set the Union in the fire of faction 
which still appears cannot be extinguished 
but with blood which must proceed 
from the hand of national havoc 
The ravage of whose possession has 
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sword of carnage brandished against her. But 
all this does not exclude her merritorious esti- 
mation; classical studies and sciences have 
contributed to the just pride and boast of  
the United States. and which are still 
arising from the scenes of general imp 
rovement, Though the depth of Gold and 
copper in many parts has exceedeed the inge- 
nuity of miners the skiful236 hand of navigation 
has opened the eye of wonder and respect 
on our once impracticalle streams. removed 
the vast distractions, sounded them to 
their bottoms and now bids the planter glide 
softly up and down with his produce, much 
indebted to the stock of science by which he is  
safely conducted from his domestic springs to 
the port of public commerce. Hence science 
and skill have opened a communication between the 
marine and mediterraneous237 population and form 
ed a union between creeks and rivers: Your 
Railroad engineers may sound a hoop238 of 
defiance to the travelers of Europe, and 
bear with speed of sharks their passengers 
from city to city. From scientific economy 
your favourite soil has not merely yielded 
her plentiful vintages in Autumn 
but you have been enabled thence to 
nurse and foster the silk fly the princy 
of insects, now spinning and winding her  
invaluble threads for the garments that 
occupy the shelves of the merchants and 
that adorn the ladies of state, from those  
peculiar branches science even the female pen  
has been strictly employed by which the genius 
of that sex has been well cultivated in 
 
 
                                                
236 Skillful. 
237 Inland, remote from the coast. 




America as well as in other quarters of the 
globe. Mrs Caroline Lee Hentz has well nigh 
kept pace with the great Hannah Moore239 
and spread the wings of fame over 
her sex on her native continent. Thus with 
regard to american litirature it was 
well observed by an orator of very great  
understanding. “Like “Hercules in his cradle 
she has manifested a gigantic grasp 
and disclosed to the world that she will 
be great”240. . While he was tracing the vein of 
female genius he droped the following lines: 
“See Burny,241 wave with her creative wand, 
And bind her passions with her silken band. 
Draw Evalina. from her native shade. 
In artless innocence. + love arrayed 
Bid us to follow all her devious way: 
To own and feel the impulse of her sway: 
While nature howls, and mirths gay whispers die 
Her eye on fire: her soul in ecstacy.”242 
Alas! And shall uncultivated genius, in the wilds of the  
Southern continent, still sleep inactive in her sable shell. 
beneath the genial beams of a vertical sun? or: has the ex- 
tremity of its fervour addle the darling egg deposited in the 
soul of that savage tribe? Shall we pass by. regardless of the  
unpolished diamond buried but shallow in her native  
Soil. never uncovered by the hands of Literature and Scie- 
nce? Shall the planet of national intellect. fail to drive 
and dispel the gloom of Superstition and Idolatry from 
that uncultured hemisphere? No! methinks. I see the naked 
group, bursting from the shades of Heathenism, and as a  
young bird. expand the callow wing, impatient to arise and 
trace as with an inpent243 smile, the stream of entightening244  
fancy rolling across the atlantic ocean, methinks. I see 
                                                
239 Hannah More (1745-1833), British writer and teacher. 
240 “Like Hercules in his cradle, she has manifested a gigantic grasp, and discovered that 
she will be great.” Excerpt from The Powers of Genius: A Poem, in Three Parts by John 
Blair Linn (1777-1804). 
241 Frances (Fanny) Burney (1752-1840), English novelist and playwright, author of the 
well-received novel, Evelina (1778). 
242 From “In Praise of Laurelled Women” in The Powers of Genius. 
243 Pent in. 




the sooty tribes of the outland population ascending from 
the torrid deserts of the South, adorned in bleachen lin- 
en. + dance like tops in christian triumph. to the melody 
of departed Paganism: While Spain. + Portugal. let fall 
the cruel chain of the Inquisition.245 and Brahma246 + Hindro247 
turn their backs, and scorn any longer to see the smoke ascen- 
ding from the victims of their funeral piles: and while thy they 
are thus sweetly agitated. a majority of the nations on the  
earth mingle in song with the Holy Catholic Church, and  
flow together as a conflux of torrents, or the union of many 
mighty streams, and Ethiopia reaches forth her hand to 
her maker248 We learn from the language of inspiration 
that the twelve portals of heaven an the four  
cardinal points249 are almost in the act of 
of opening for the ingethiring250 of all nations 
when the truth of catholic union will be  
realized and which should claim the 
chief study of every institution. When the  
star of the east on the brow of Aurora251 shall 
escort his thousands to the banner of universal 
amity with the never ceasing concert of liberty 
When the fur clad native in the frozen  
bogs of fruitless Lapland,252 shall rush with 
a joyful salutation to the luke warm, stan 
dard of entire peace. when the sundyed 
families under the equatorial line or the 
burning zone shall rush forth and accord 
in the general descant while the Vesperian253 
troops of India shall scorn to be reckless of the same 
Then let perfidious Mary queen of scotts254 an the 
daughter of heresay still sleep passive with her  
incarcerated volumes of infidelity and 
the victors of Emanuel255 triumph over his 
tomb and the phoenix256 of millenial glory 
break from the ashes of martyrdom 
                                                
245 The Spanish Inquisition (1478-1834), an ecclesiastical tribunal for the suppression and 
punishment of heresy. 
246 The creator god of the Hindu sacred triad. 
247 Possibly “Hindu” or Indra, the Hindu lord of the heavens. 
248 See Psalm 68:31. 
249 See Revelation 21:10-13. 
250 Misspelling of “ingathering.” 
251 Aurora, dawn in Latin and Roman goddess of the dawn. 
252 Most northerly portion of the Scandinavian peninsula. 
253 From “vesper” or “vespertine,” of the evening; evening star.  
254 Mary Stuart (1542-1587), queen of Scotland from 1542-67. 
255 Hebrew name meaning “God is with us,” also a Hebrew name for the Messiah.  




Methinks I see the deserted heath and the unfre 
quented vallies blooming as the garden of resort 
and hear the once desolate, breaking forth 
in songs and the discordant shades of popular 
confusion retire like night from the birth 
of morning. The paramount hill is leveled 
with the vale of innocence, the lion embra 
ces the lamb and the fascinating basalisk 
makes peace with his inveterate foe.257 But 
what manner of changes must pervade 
the world of an intelligent people previous 
to this millenial era you have on divine 
record predicted from the lips of the great 
est prophets that ever existed even the 
redeemer of mankind258 foretold the 
desolation which was to transpire in the 
world in the latter clause of time. He also 
prognosticated the calamity of jerusalem 
and the eruption of the temple259 together with 
the gloom of calumny in the apostolic 
age all the prophecies was fulfilled to a  
jot and tittle.260 He predicted of popular discord 
of disagreements between vicinities and districts 
states and kingdoms together with wonderous 
preasages261 and phenominal in earth and heaven 
From the crash of earthquakes, extraordinary 
meteors, the unexposited changes in the sun, 
stern comets, and falling cliffs from the upper 
elements or distant and unknown globes with 
war, famine, and pestilence.262 All is now fullfill 
ing to the eye of the present age. The heavens  
shall desolve in streams and the swelling oceans 
shrink from their expanded shores, nay rocks  
shall fall to dust, and mountains melt 
away before on particle of this prediction  
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261 Most likely “presages,” a foreshadowing of the future. 




shall fail, you resplendent luminary of nature 
shall grow dim refusing to give light, and the 
planetary concourse tremble into their centre 
with an awful rupture falling to nothing 
and this our terraquious263 globe hasten into 
nonentity, whilst the truth of this prophecy 
shall retain its native brightness and 
stand immovable during boundless eternity 
Hence this modern population a credulous 
people should take the funeral alarm and 
start a peaceful march from the tenets 
of infidelity and stear264 as an army in 
the night by the torch of science whilst 
the liberal institutions open their doors 
for the welcome reception of illiterate 
strangers travelling through a land of 
liberty. The true science of christianity 
is well calculated to awaken from the 
cells of skepticism, since the fabric of your  
institution is founded on a clerical base 
a base which supports mystic and the church 
militant sustained by a rock against which 
the adamantine gates of hell never shall prevail 
untill enclosed in the triumphant city  
A base which has long since made a sacrafice 
of mahomitan265 criterian266 and converted to the 
tenets of christianity the nuns and friars of 
deserted monastaries. A base whose permanent 
purity desolves the temples of Jupiter267 as the  
splendor of the mid days sun extinguishes 
the glimmering lustre of inferior bodies, 
Assisted by the seniels268 of science, you may ascend  
the towers of divinity and with the trumpet 
of the watchman, sound the alarm through 
the mountains of infidelity and make
                                                
263 Terraqueous, formed of land and water. 
264 Steer. 
265 Mahometan, a follower of Islam, a Muslim. 
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the slumbering inhabitants tremble, I am 
constrained again to repeat that the streams 
of liberty and science are too highly important 
not to be strictly noted from the beginning to 
the end, You may justly ascribe the origin 
of the most early academical streams to their 
mother, Liberty, the day spring of the minor 
and more lofty institutions which they preceeded 
with a true system of mathematics and all 
the sister branches of study that crown the 
accomplished graduate, your inquisitive 
minds are stored with the streams of both  
ancient and modern history together with 
all the geographical exhibitions which 
afford you the power with facility to draw 
a complete landscape of the earth, 
you are in as much frought269 with a cultivated 
information with regard to the substance  
of natural bodies and also to analyze the 
compound of a mountain into its original prin- 
ciples. By science you have hurried your feeble 
sight by optical powers through an astronom 
ical tube270 beyond the circumambient atmos 
phere into the stupenduous worlds of Ethes271 
and span their magnitude with the chain 
of logic, by the same aid, you have in a 
manner imitated an august Franklin272 by 
restraining the force of electricity and collecting 
the lightning in vials, it was republican and 
christian liberty that uncovered and opened the 
cabinet of hidden languages which had long 
lain dormant in their classic shades, but has 
now become the ornamental drapery of naked 
faculties which otherwise never would have 
been cultivated. O there ye adverting tyro.273 To the 
 
                                                
269 Fraught, to be supplied or accompanied with, or to bear the promise/menace of 
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270 A telescope. 
271 Probably “ether,” an element once believed to fill the upper regions of space. 
272 Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790), American political leader and scientist. 




blundering address of your sable orator, applaud  
the memorable deeds of your dead forefathers, who 
have so faithfully beaten down the iron bar which ~ 
oppresive monarchy raised to impede the blaze of 
science in its progress to your western shores. A 
blaze which returned the expiring taper of early  
hopes in the commencement of the hostile revolution 
A blaze which illumined the vista of divine 
administration and finally dissolved the fetter 
in which the suspended arm of sacred clergy 
was bound, when the banner of sacrilege over  
hung the land and the sabbath274 was a day 
of sport, solemn worship was looked upon 
with contempt whilst the streams of morals 
was perverted into public abomination, 
But now the smiles of liberty are chasing 
away the gloom of declension. Whose language 
is rail rail ye legatees of truth from this, into 
lands overshadowed by clouds of japanic275 diversion 
such are the happy effects of liberty a toleration 
to moral investigation in all the nations of 
the earth, in the melody of Soloman.276 “it is 
she that looketh forth as the morning, fair 
as the moon, and as clear as the sun and  
terrible as an army with banners”277 Liberty with 
her exalted train of sciences, which converts fools into 
sages. the heathen into christians and men into angels 
Alas! but mark the natural tenor of the world 
the time has been not very long since that a gene 
ral information, was hailed by the advocates of 
christianity, likely to pervade your classical halls, 
when the contagious breezes as it were was rolling 
away the stench, when gloomy pestilence hung 
emminent. Whetting and brandishing his terrific 
sword over the head of shuddering mortals 
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But alas! the resolution fled with the departure of  
present danger. Hence with regard to the lamentable retro- 
cepion, we may demand in the language of one to a prime 
sentence “watchman what of the night”.278 who might justly 
reply. The morning cometh and also the night.279 The morning  
of reformation was bright but was soon overtaken by the 
evening gloom of declension for all relapsed into the former 
disease of sin and iniquity. A similar evening often over 
takes the brightest prospects of mortal happiness as well as 
the morning attempts of the reformation of life. Hence 
we may ever make and are continually making 
this acquisition, even of the gazettes280 of the times and 
get but an ambiguous reply, you may make this 
inquiry of the popular, the learned and the witty 
and their best reply will abound with intricacy 
The morning of recent events is always at hand 
as there is ever a morning of some part of the  
revolving globe but in coincidence to the  
watchman’s reply an evening or night is in 
swift pursuit. Hence it is your interest 
to keep pace with the morning and leave 
the gloom of vanity and transient pleasures 
behind, if you must enquire, make good your  
way from the gloomy night with all its 
beating storms behind you 
 Let no time pass idly by 
 With no needful service done. 
 Sieze the moments as they fly 
 And count them up as clearly won281 
To you young gentlemen of the Freshman class 
I would tender the following remarks under 
the semblance of a critical boat. which when  
pushed from the strand, is impelled to many 
fluctuating rounds before she can take the 
direct course and afterwards like the silly 
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with childish reluctance you are retrospecting on 
the servile pleasures of when you have formed a 
preparatory course you have just crossed over. or through 
the Red Sea. into the complex wilderness of your consu- 
mation. But why should one assume the recreant 
notion that he can not travel through? notwithst 
anding the  which may accost your last en- 
































                                                




with childish reluctance you are retrospecting  
on the servile pleasures of when you have just cro- 
ssed over. or through the Red Sea.283 into the complex  
wilderness of your consumation. But why should  
one assume the recreant notion that he cannot  
travel through? notwithstanding the howling wolves 
which may accost your last endeavours. you have  
no need to recoil with all the protecting implements 
of a Literary soldier. bent on your honor your diplo- 
matic prize. Then improve the time which your liberty 
affords you. to the true cultivation of your golden talents 
with which your poor orator, has never been assisted 
but confined to a horse and tottering plough, even 
without the liberty to acquire a nonentical lesson 
who has sweated his meagre visage away over the fire 
at night and almost destroyed his sight in the faithful 
attempt of arriving to the simple pleasure of reading284 
and who now in the declining sun of life, is 
resolved to foment285 an enterprizing spirit in a  
literary view is some respect or other so long permited 
on earth to live, to fill the sphere to which he is  
called, But to draw in the main stream of 
the important subject, I will give you the full answer 
of the watchman, Come from the dusky bogs of an 
inactive life, it is your liberty to examine the 
literary funds which contribute to the benefit 
of mankind. come to the liberal stores of gen 
erosity and confer your bounty on a fertile soil 
which lies without enclosure and needs but 
the cultivation of liberal hands to yield a  
wonderful stock which may contribute to  
the benefit of thousands more. Though you 
may consider that you have gone far enough 
for your own pleasure yes. pleasure but 
as temporary as an hour of the evening sun 
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Turn and come with constant and scientifical inves 
tigations, minutely incorporated with christian 
fear and piety, The only means to calm the 
storms of mortal care, The only comfort to a  
troubled mind and finally a cure for every 
intrinsic disease of the soul, We see a great 
part of mankind stroking to probe into the 
deepest matters by a variety of means, some 
by exploring the untried regions of the earth. 
others by traversing the trackless bosom of 
the great deep in quest of pleasure and dis- 
covery. But gentlemen remember it is  
not he who wanders over the world mearly 
to please himself derives the most pleasure 
but rather he who makes it his buisness 
to travel for the good and comforts of others 
as well as himself, This is what elevates 
the mind above the narrow circle of life, 
and renders the mass of true accomplishments 
qualified to rest beneath the storms by night 
and the pestilence by day,286 and above the 
narrow scope of human wisdom and the 
insatiate whims of politics. for the exposition 
of which many have been in eager pursuit 
but have been sadly defeated. Not all the infor 
mation which you may derive from authentical 
and public journals is calculated for a true 
conciliation of mind unless in an exterior point of 
view, provided those true phylanthropic deeds 
are neglected, particularly in one who gives fair 
play to his own conscience neither can their be 
any genuine peace. Nay without which the world  
is in constant uproar, and yet the simple 
disquisitions287 made to know the primary cause 
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lamps and thus disclose the cause, a with a  
sanctimonious resolution make your examination that thus 
is so little peace in the world. The neglect of this fact 
is the foundation of the loud clash of politics, which  
keeps the general goverment on a waver. People often fall 
short of perfect information with regard to the gloomy 
condition of time and still with the best information 
from categorical facts. They dwindle back by folly 
into the vanity of childhood, and leave undone the weight- 
iest matters, and cry peace when in reality there  
is no peace,288 and this is the primary cause 
for which the critical problem has never 
been solved and which has been on the  
table for discussion during the 18th 
century. The lack of science applied to 
christianity which opens wide the doors of 
liberty to the universal harmony of all nations 
nevertheless stand firm to your own, your independent 
republic endeavouring to disseminate civiliz- 
ing services from deeds of christian humanity 
throughout the world, which well conducted  
sciences will enable all to do, But to treat     
of the last rupture of the country during 
the long night of apprehension perhaps 
from 1804 to 1810, Whilst the British fleets were 
struggling to undermine the american forts and 
to lay waste the Union at large,289 applications were 
made to the sentinels and the registers of the gloomy 
crisis, with but little satisfactory replication 
At length a temporary peace arose, on the laughing 
eye of a glad nation, The blaze of enthusiasm 
was kindled into poetical strains 
But alas the winter sun arose in 
hustle and set almost as soon too much 
so to dissolve the national congelation  
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which had so long fettered the streams of hope 
in every republican heart. Thus was the deep 
wound of the nation healed by a preposterous 
alarm sounding peace, peace when there was no 
peace, Such are the effects of party spirit like 
the transient intermission of light + gloom from a  
terrific cloud: a flood of gloom succeeds to a blaze  
and a blaze as soon to the flood of gloom in  
alternate succession under the wayward condition 
of heavy weather and we can obtain no cer- 
tificate with regard to consequence, Such is the 
complication of Legislation + political borders, and the 
Laws which produces the effects is the general oposi- 
tion of opinion. Hence, every pacific morning ter- 
minates in a noontide squale,290 and night comes 
on at noon:291 “The morning cometh: and also the  
night, if ye will292 
 
 The morning ray dispeld the night, 
 At once the busy tumult fled: 
 The gloomy shores were filled with light 
 And peace throughout the nations spread. 
 
 Again the thunder roars aloud, 
 The evening bids the Storm to rise:293 
 After the rain, returnes the cloud: 
 And gloom envelopes all the skies. 
 
 It bids the sound of mirth to cease 
 Columbia!294 Guard thy native shore: 
 For lo! The morning dew of peace, 
 Upon her   is heard no more. 
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But this was a treacherous capitulation, at 
which period the egg of a destroying nature was 
deposited in a secret corner, or chamber, whose 
young was soon hatched and on the wing dis- 
gorging storms from its beak295 against the columb- 
ian eagle of peace, and threatening to crush the 
cradle bough of Liberty which sustained her nest. 
and shielded her country from the brands of  
hostility. The plenipotentiary opened the record 
seal, and the organ was attuned to a hostile  
air. and the the bar of division reared between 
nation + nation: and upon the whole. the Union 
itself was divided with a diversity of parties. 
running in direct opposition to each other. contend- 
ing for the right of politics. But ah! pecuniary 
has been the suicide of nations. as well as men. cl- 
andestine inciendiaries. were thus bribed to confla- 
grate the     of the metropolis. when the majesty 
of the presidency was impeld to fly for refuge. to 
shun the alarming storm. which arose from a  
dark colission between the enemy and one who 
should have been but was not a friend to his 
country. but who deserted it for the      of a 
little gold: and like a self murderer. he strove 
against himself. such is the treachery of a man 
when probed to his bottom. from the above sta- 
ted principles you may form a joint conclusion 
that a captious native under the present queri- 
lous condition will rarely, if ever, be brought to  
a true, or permanent compromise: short of a 
superlative. or predominant. influence. particular- 
ly, when divided against itself. Beware that when 
poup popular goverment. lies under such gene- 
ral confusion it is allways liable to suicide 
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for illustration, when a man becomes a maniac 
or runs mad merely from the confusion of his own mind. 
he is ever liable to fall on the point of his own sword 
void of reason or self government . he has no power nor 
care he of himself. Hence is296 ruin is sealed. unless restr- 
ained by some guardian friend over whom neither liberty 
nor science has any influence. When there is so much 
repeated complaint against government a city of 
battle is enclosed with dark self commissioned 
officers. Strictly watch. Captain Treason opens the 
gate in Bolts Major     with General   at his 
back Govoner   is thrown out of his pallace 
and the President Hear all deserts the chair. 
Away flies peace, with national union, down  
falls the fabric of popular policy + the temple 
of monarchy is erected on her ruins. If not so: 
King Anarchy, bears the rule over the world with  
an imperial dagger in the heart of every man 
great and small and lo! the nation falls 
dead from her own fatal Blow , Gentlemen 
I do not assume the enthusiasm of declaiming 
on politics but still as a man I have the faculty  
of choice and my preferance was always, a 
republican government, through which the streams  
of liberty and science flow freely for every man 
I was ever opposed to a tributary obligation from 
any nation who merrited the right of liberty and 
a vote in the election of her rulers. I was opposed  
to the annual revenue to a crown or Royal 
Standard.297 for I know that liberty is undoubtedly 
the birth uright which heaven has confered 
upon the world of mankind and consequently 
her       should not be impeded by the cheroxdefrise298 
of oppression. Take into contemplation the result 
provided you are deprived of your golden right.. 
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The privation of liberty brutalizes human intellect 
dulls the enterprizing spirit into timidity and 
confusion it is a death blow to the pleasures 
of human life. Beware for liberty and science 
are favourite sisters that carry with them 
the keys of happiness and unlock the doors of heaven 
to the faithful lovers Nay they recruit the gospel 
furnace, augment the blaze of christianity, foster the 
infant spirit of genius and open an avenue into 
the temple of fame, whilst a song with a shout 
is heard in the tent of Philanthropy 
 O liberty thou dove of peace:  
 We must aspire to thee 
 Whose wings thy prisoners must release 
 And fan Columbia free 
 
 The torpid reptile in the dust 
Moves active from thy glee: 
 And owns the declamation just 
 That nations should be free 
 
 Ye distant isles, expose the theme. 
 Far far beyond the sea. 
 The sun declares in every beam. 
 All nations should be free. 
 
 Hence, let Brittania, boast no more. 
 Distressing vapors flee. 
 And bears the news from shore to shore 
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